Tradescantia pallida (Purple heart)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Liliopsida

Order- Commelinales
Family-Commelinaceae
Genus- Tradescantia
Species- Pallida

Habitat- Widely cultivated in tropical and subtropical
regions as groundcover or hanging ornamental, preferring partial shade and well-
drained soil.

Morphology- A trailing, herbaceous, perennial plant with fleshy, purple to violet
stems and lanceolate leaves, typically 7-15 cm long, arranged alternately. Leaves
are simple, sessile, and have a smooth, glabrous surface with a deep purple hue.
Stems are succulent and brittle, rooting easily at nodes. Flowers are small, three-
petaled, pink to pale violet, and borne terminally or in leaf axils. Flowers open in
the morning and close by afternoon. The plant propagates easily through stem
cuttings.

Economic Importance-

Frequently used in plant physiology and phototropism studies due to its rapid
vegetative propagation and visible pigment response to light.

Traditionally used in some cultures for wound healing and anti-inflammatory
applications.
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