Terminalia arjuna (Arjun Tree)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Myrtales

Family- Combretaceae
Genus- Terminalia
Species- arjuna

Habitat- A large deciduous tree native to the Indian subcontinent, commonly
found along riverbanks, moist forests, and plains with well-drained alluvial soils in
tropical and subtropical regions.

Morphology- Terminalia arjuna is a tall, majestic deciduous tree reaching heights
of 20-25 meters, characterized by a straight, cylindrical trunk with smooth, pale
grey bark that peels off in thin patches, revealing a greenish inner layer. The leaves
are simple, opposite or sub-opposite, elliptic to obovate, and leathery with entire
margins. The tree produces small, yellowish-white flowers arranged in axillary
spikes. The fruit is a distinctive, woody, winged drupe, usually 2—4 c¢m long, with
five longitudinal ridges, turning from green to brown upon maturation.

Economic Importance-

Cultivated as an ornamental and shade tree in parks and along roadsides.

Source of bioactive compounds with antioxidant and anti-inflammatory effects.
Wood is used for making furniture, agricultural implements, and construction due
to its durability.
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