Tabernaemontana divaricata (Crape jasmine)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Gentianales
Family- Apocynaceae
Genus- Tabernaemontana
Species- divaricata
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Punjab, India

dia, Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab

Habitat- Found in gardens, parks, and roadside plantations across subtropical and tropical
regions of Punjab, thriving in well-drained soils under partial to full sunlight.

Morphology- Tabernaemontana divaricata is an evergreen shrub or small tree, typically
1.5-3 meters tall. It has glossy, dark green, opposite leaves that are ovate-lanceolate and
leathery. The plant produces fragrant, white, pinwheel-shaped flowers with five twisted
petals. The latex-bearing stems are smooth and milky when cut. Fruits are follicular, usually
occurring in pairs, with numerous seeds embedded in orange pulp. It exhibits prominent
branching and dense foliage, often forming a rounded crown.

Economic Importance-
Used ornamentally in landscaping due to attractive, fragrant flowers.
Extracts used in preparation of herbal cosmetics and topical formulations.
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