Putranjiva roxburghii (Putranjiva)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Malpighiales
Family- Putranjivaceae
Genus- Putranjiva
Species- roxburghii A i, Puniab 147503, Inds
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Habitat- Commonly planted as an avenue and ornamental tree in urban areas and parks of
Punjab; thrives in well-drained soils and tolerates dry and hot climates.

Morphology- Putranjiva roxburghii is a medium-sized, evergreen tree with dense, drooping
branches and a rounded crown, typically growing up to 10—12 meters in height. Leaves are
simple, alternate, and elliptic to oblong with a glossy green surface. Flowers are small,
greenish-yellow, and unisexual, with male and female flowers on separate trees (dioecious).
The fruit is a drupe, elliptical, and contains a single hard seed. The plant is known for its
pendulous foliage and neat appearance, making it ideal for landscaping.

Economic Importance-

Seeds traditionally used as amulets for protecting children against evil (hence the name
“Putranjiva” — “life of son”).

Contains mustard oils (glucosinolates) with potential bioactive and insect-repellent
properties.
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