Pongamia pinnata (Karanj)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Fabales

Family- Fabaceae
Genus- Pongamia
Species- pinnata
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Habitat- A fast-growing, hardy tree commonly found in tropical and subtropical
regions, thriving in coastal areas, riverbanks, wastelands, and degraded soils.

Morphology- Pongamia pinnata is a medium to large deciduous tree, growing up
to 15-25 meters tall. It has a dense, spreading crown with pinnate leaves
comprising 5-9 leaflets. The tree produces fragrant pink to purple flowers in
clusters. Its fruits are flat, brownish legumes containing oily seeds. The bark is
rough and grayish-brown, and the tree is drought-tolerant and nitrogen-fixing.

Economic Importance-

Seeds are a source of non-edible oil used for biodiesel production.
Provides timber for fuelwood, fencing, and small construction works.
Flowers provide nectar for honey production.
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