Plumeria obtusa (Frangipani)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnliopsida
Order- Gentianales
Family- Apocynaceae
Genus- Plumeria
Species- obtusa

Habitat- Naturally found in tropical and subtropical regions, commonly growing
in well-drained soils in dry forests, coastal areas, and cultivated gardens.

Morphology- Plumeria obtusa is a small, deciduous to semi-evergreen tree,
typically growing up to 3—8 meters tall, with a thick, smooth, grey bark and a
distinctly stout, succulent branching pattern. Leaves are clustered at the branch
tips, simple, obovate to spatulate, dark green, and leathery, with a rounded apex
and a glossy upper surface. The tree produces highly fragrant, waxy, white flowers
with a yellow center, arranged in terminal cymes. Each flower has five overlapping
petals forming a pinwheel shape. The fruit is a rarely seen paired follicle,
containing winged seeds. Its ornamental value and drought tolerance make it
widely cultivated in tropical landscapes.

Economic Importance-

Flowers and plant extracts are explored for cosmetic and perfumery applications.
Contains bioactive compounds with antibacterial and antioxidant properties.
Flowers are widely used in religious rituals.
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