Platycladus orientalis (Arbovitae)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Pinophyta
Class- Pinopsida
Order- Pinales
Family- Cupressaceae
Genus- Platycladus

Species- orientalis 5 TR b o,

Habitat- Native to northeastern China and Korea;
thrives in temperate climates with well-drained soils and full to partial sunlight.

Morphology- Platycladus orientalis 1s a slow-growing, evergreen coniferous tree
or large shrub reaching up to 5-20 meters in height. It has a dense, narrowly
pyramidal to columnar crown with flattened sprays of scale-like leaves arranged in
opposite pairs. The foliage is bright green to bluish-green, often taking on bronze
or brownish hues in winter. Leaves are aromatic when crushed. The bark is
reddish-brown, thin, and fibrous, peeling in narrow strips. Seed cones are small,
oval to oblong (1-2 cm long), green when young and maturing to brown, with 6—8
woody, recurved scales. The plant is monoecious, with male and female cones on
the same tree.

Economic Importance-

Used for hedges, windbreaks, and topiary due to its dense foliage and ease of
pruning.

Widely cultivated as an ornamental plant in parks, gardens, and cemeteries.
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