Moringa oleifera (Drumstick Tree)

Classification-

Kingdom: Plantae
Division: Magnoliophyta
Class: Magnoliopsida
Order: Brassicales
Family: Moringaceae
Genus: Moringa
Species: oleifera
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Habitat -Moringa oleifera grows well in tropical and subtropical regions and is
commonly found in dry areas of Punjab, especially in home gardens and along
roadsides. The tree prefers well-drained sandy or loamy soils and can tolerate
drought, which makes it ideal for semi-arid regions like parts of southern and
central Punjab.

Morphology -Moringa is a fast-growing, deciduous tree that reaches a height of 5—
10 meters. It has soft, brittle stems and feathery, tripinnate leaves. The flowers are
small, white to cream-colored, and fragrant. The fruit is a long, slender, triangular
pod (called a drumstick), containing dark brown, winged seeds. Its roots, leaves,
flowers, and pods are all edible and have medicinal properties.

Economic Importance

Pods are consumed as vegetables and used in curries.

Plant parts are used in traditional medicine for their anti-inflammatory and
antioxidant properties.

Acts as a water purifie—powdered seeds can clarify turbid water.
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