Monoon longifolium (Ashoka Tree)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Magnoliales
Family- Anonaceae
Genus- Monoon
Species- longifolium

Habitat- Native to Sri Lanka and southern India; thrives in tropical climates and is
widely planted as an avenue or ornamental tree in urban landscapes and gardens. t
1s not a naturally occurring tree in Punjab’s native forests, but it is commonly
planted in urban and semi-urban areas. It is well-suited to Punjab’s subtropical
climate, tolerating high temperatures, moderate rainfall, and various soil types.

Morphology- Monoon longifolium is a tall, narrow, evergreen tree growing up to
20 meters or more, with a distinctive columnar or pyramidal shape. The leaves are
long, lanceolate, shiny, and drooping, giving the tree a graceful, cascading
appearance. Small, pale green to yellowish star-shaped flowers appear in axillary
clusters and are mildly fragrant. Fruits are ovoid, turning purplish-black when ripe,
and are not commonly observed in cultivated specimens. It is often pruned into
dense shapes for formal landscaping.

Economic Importance-

Traditionally planted for religious and cultural significance in India and Sri Lanka.
Helps in air purification and noise reduction when planted in rows as a green
barrier.
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