Mimusops elengi (Bakul Tree)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Ericales

Family- Sapotaceae
Genus- Mimusops
Species- elengi

Habitat- In Punjab, though not native to the region's drier zones, it is cultivated as
an ornamental and shade-giving tree in urban gardens, parks, institutional
campuses, and residential areas, especially where irrigation is available. It prefers
moist and well-drained soil.

Morphology- Mimusops elengi is a medium-sized, evergreen tree reaching up to
15-25 meters in height, with a dense, rounded canopy and greyish-brown rough
bark. Leaves are simple, dark green, glossy, and elliptic. The tree produces small,
highly fragrant, star-shaped cream-white flowers that bloom profusely, especially
in spring. Its fruit is an ovoid berry that ripens to yellow or orange, containing a
single seed. The plant is shade-tolerant and valued both for beauty and utility.

Economic Importance-

Used extensively in Ayurvedic, Unani, and Siddha medicine for treating dental
1ssues, diarrhea, wounds, and as a tonic.

Wood is hard, durable, and fine-grained, used in cabinet making, carpentry, and
construction.

Flowers are highly fragrant and used in garlands, perfumes, and temple rituals.
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