Melia azedarach (Maha Neem)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Sapindales
Family- Meliaceae
Genus- Melia

Species- azedarach

Habitat- Native to South and Southeast Asia; widely naturalized and cultivated in
Punjab's subtropical climate in open forests, roadsides, and urban landscapes.

Morphology- Melia azedarach is a fast-growing, deciduous tree reaching up to
15-20 meters in height, with a rounded crown and greyish-brown bark. The leaves
are large, bi- to tri-pinnate, with serrated leaflets. It produces fragrant, lilac to pale
violet flowers in panicles during spring, followed by clusters of yellow, marble-
sized drupes that persist into winter. The tree 1s known for its tolerance to drought
and pollution, making it popular in urban greening.

Economic Importance-

Leaves, bark, and fruits have insecticidal, antifungal, and antimicrobial properties;
used in traditional medicine for treating skin diseases and inflammation.

Timber is lightweight and termite-resistant, used for furniture, packing cases,
agricultural implements, and rural construction.
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