Jatropha gossypifolia (Bellyache bush)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Tracheophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Malpighiales
Family- Euphorbiaceae
Genus- Jatropha
Species- gossypifolia

Habitat- Jatropha gossypifolia is native to tropical

regions of the americas but is now widely distributed in India. It grows well in
open, sunny areas, roadsides, wastelands, and disturbed habitats. It tolerates dry
and poor soils and can thrive in various climatic conditions.

Morphology- Jatropha gossypifolia is a small to medium-sized shrub, typically
growing up to 1.5 to 3 meters tall. It has reddish-purple stems and large, lobed,
hairy leaves that resemble those of cotton (hence the name gossypifolia). The
flowers are small, yellow to red, and appear in clusters. The fruit is a three-lobed
capsule containing seeds that are dispersed by animals and birds.

Economic Importance-

Planted as a hedge or barrier plant to protect fields and prevent soil erosion.
Sometimes used in agroforestry and land reclamation projects due to its hardy
nature.
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