Ficus retusa (Indian laurel)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Tracheophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Rosales
Family-Moraceae
Genus- Ficus

Species- retusa

Habitat- Commonly found in tropical and subtropical regions, thriving in moist
forests, open woodlands, and cultivated urban landscapes. It is commonly
grown in Punjab as a decorative bonsai or ornamental tree in gardens, nurseries,
and indoor spaces.

Morphology- Ficus retusa is a large evergreen tree or shrub, often used in
bonsai cultivation, characterized by a smooth gray trunk with prominent aerial
roots that develop from the branches and trunk base. Leaves are simple,
alternate, obovate to elliptic, leathery, and dark green, typically measuring 5-10
cm in length with a blunt or rounded apex. The leaf surface is glossy, and the
venation is pinnate with a prominent midrib. The tree produces small, globular
figs in pairs in the leaf axils, green to reddish when mature, housing numerous
tiny seeds. Its dense canopy and adaptability make it a popular ornamental and
indoor plant.

Economic Importance-

Ecologically important for supporting fig wasps (pollinators) and frugivorous
wildlife (birds, bats)

Air-pollution tolerant, making it ideal for roadside and urban planting.
Occasionally used for bioindication and erosion control due to its extensive root
system.
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