Ficus religiosa (Peepal Tree)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Rosales

Family- Moraceae
Genus- Ficus

Species- religiosa
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Habitat- Native to the Indian subcontinent and Southeast Asia, it grows in tropical
and subtropical regions, commonly found in forests, along riverbanks, and in urban
and rural sacred groves.

Morphology- Ficus religiosa is a large, deciduous tree reaching heights of 20-30
meters with a broad, spreading crown. The bark is smooth and grayish-brown,
often marked with patches. Leaves are large, heart-shaped with a distinctive
elongated tip (drip tip), and have a leathery texture. The tree produces small, fig-
like fruits called syconia, which are green when young and turn yellowish or red
upon maturity. It is a strangler fig in early stages and often develops extensive
aerial roots.

Economic Importance-

Considered sacred in Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism, often planted near
temples and monasteries.
Provides shade and habitat for various bird and insect species.
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