Ficus racemosa (Indian fig tree)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Rosales

Family- Moraceae
Genus- Ficus

Species- racemosa
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Habitat- Commonly found along riverbanks, forest edges, and rural areas of Punjab; often
cultivated near villages and temples for its fruit, shade, and religious significance.

Morphology- Ficus racemosa is a moderate to large-sized, fast-growing, deciduous or
semi-evergreen tree, typically reaching 10-16 meters in height. The bark is smooth,
grayish, and often flakes off in patches. Leaves are ovate to elliptic, with a rough texture
and prominent venation. A distinctive feature of the species is its cauliflorous fruiting
habit—fig-like fruits (syconia) are borne in large clusters directly from the trunk and older
branches. The fruits are initially green, turning red or orange when ripe, and serve as food
for birds, monkeys, and bats.

Economic Importance-

Ripe fruits are edible, rich in dietary fiber, and consumed fresh or cooked in rural areas.
Acts as a host plant for fig wasps involved in pollination.

Suitable for agroforestry and reforestation; stabilizes soil and supports micro-ecosystems in
degraded areas.
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