Duranta erecta (Golden Dewdrop / Skyflower)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Angiosperms
Class- Dicotyledonae
Order- lamiales
Family- Verbenaceae
Genus- Duranta
Species- erecta

Habitat- Native to tropical Americas; in Punjab, it is commonly grown as an ornamental
hedge or garden plant in parks, roadsides, and home gardens. It prefers full sunlight and
well-drained soil.

Morphology- Duranta erecta is a fast-growing, evergreen shrub or small tree with drooping
branches. It bears small, tubular, violet or blue flowers in hanging clusters, followed by
bright yellow or orange berry-like fruits. Leaves are opposite, ovate, and green with a
smooth margin. Blooming occurs throughout the warmer months. Seeds are small and hard.
The plant has a fibrous root system and a dense, spreading habit, making it ideal for hedges
and decorative plantings.

Economic Importance-
Grown widely as an ornamental plant for landscaping and hedges.
Flowers attract butterflies and bees, promoting pollination.

Though attractive, the berries are toxic if ingested (especially for children and pets).
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