Cycas revoluta (Sago palm)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Cycadophyta
Class- Cycadopsida
Order- Cycadales
Family- Cycadaceae
Genus- Cycas | ‘ %S
Species- revoluta 4 ¥/ @ Fatehgarh Sahib, Puanjrik;;qlaiciszamb i DS

Habitat- Cultivated in parks, botanical gardens, and institutional landscapes in Punjab for
ornamental use; prefers well-drained soil and semi-shaded to sunny conditions.

Morphology- Cycas revoluta is a slow-growing, evergreen gymnosperm that resembles a
palm but is a true cycad. It typically forms a stout, woody trunk up to 1-2 meters tall. The
plant bears a rosette of stiff, glossy, pinnate leaves with revolute (rolled-back) margins, each
leaf up to 1-1.5 meters long. It is dioecious, with male plants producing cone-like structures
and female plants forming a crown of ovule-bearing megasporophylls. The seeds are large,
orange to red, and toxic if not processed.

Economic Importance-
Leaves used in traditional ceremonies and religious decorations.
Contains cycasin (a neurotoxin and carcinogen), which is of research interest in

toxicology and ethnobotany.
Used in bonsai and as an indoor decorative plant due to its symmetrical form.
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