Combretum indicum (Rangoon creeper)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Myrtales
Family- Combretaceae
Genus- Combretum
Species- indicum
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Habitat- Commonly cultivated in gardens and along fences and walls in Punjab for
ornamental and screening purposes; thrives in warm, sunny climates with moderate water.

Morphology- Combretum indicum is a fast-growing, woody, perennial climber or sprawling
shrub that can reach 6-8 meters in height when supported. Leaves are simple, ovate, and
opposite. The plant is well known for its spectacular, fragrant flowers that open white, turn
pink, and then deep red as they mature—an adaptation to attract different pollinators over
time. Flowers are borne in drooping clusters and bloom profusely in summer. The fruit is a
dry, five-winged drupe. The vine has a vigorous growth habit and is deciduous in colder
climates.

Economic Importance-
Leaves and roots used in folk remedies for diarrhea, fever, and inflammation.
Seeds contain quisqualic acid, a compound with neurological significance, though toxic in

high doses.
Attracts pollinators such as bees and butterflies, promoting garden biodiversity.
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