Catharanthus roseus (Sadabahar)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Gentianales
Family- Apocynaceae
Genus- Catharanthus
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Habitat- Native to Madagascar but in punjab it is cultivated in gardens, roadsides,
and wastelands, thriving in full sun and well-drained soils.

Morphology- Catharanthus roseus is an evergreen, herbaceous plant or subshrub,
growing up to 1 meter tall, with glossy, opposite leaves and latex-bearing stems. It
bears attractive, five-petaled flowers ranging in color from pink, purple, to white,
with a contrasting eye in the center. The fruit is a pair of cylindrical follicles
containing numerous seeds. It has a well-branched root system and produces a
milky sap when cut.

Economic Importance-

Popular ornamental plant for gardens, borders, and ground cover due to its colorful
flowers and drought resistance.

Used in ethnomedicine in various cultures for wound healing, sore throats, and
menstrual disorders.
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