Casuarina equisetifolia (Australian pine)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Tracheophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Fagales
Family- Casuarinaceae
Genus- Casuarina
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Habitat- Casuarina equisetifolia is native to Australia, but is now widely
cultivated in tropical and subtropical coastal regions of India and coastal Punjab
for windbreaks, erosion control and timber.

Morphology- Casuarina equisetifolia is a fast-growing, evergreen tree, reaching up
to 2035 meters in height. It has a conical shape, with a rough, greyish bark and a
slender, upright trunk. The leaves are reduced to tiny scales arranged in whorls
around jointed, green, needle-like branchlets that resemble pine needles, giving it a
conifer-like appearance. The flowers are unisexual and inconspicuous; male
flowers are in spikes, and female flowers are globular. The fruit is a small, woody
cone containing winged seeds.

Economic Importance-

Forms a symbiotic relationship with nitrogen-fixing bacteria, improving soil
fertility.

Leaves and branchlets can be composted for soil enrichment.
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