Caryota urens (Fish tail palm)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Liliopsida
Order- Arecales
Family- Arecaceae
Genus- Caryota : ,
Species- urens A8 i,
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Habitat- Native to tropical Asia, especially India and Sri Lanka, it grows in moist,
well-drained soils of tropical forests and along riverbanks, often found in both wild
and cultivated environments.

Morphology- Caryota urens is a large, monoecious palm reaching heights of 15—
25 meters. It is characterized by its unique bipinnate (feather-like) leaves
resembling fish tails, from which it derives its common name. The trunk is solitary,
stout, and covered with leaf scars. The palm produces large, pendulous
inflorescences bearing numerous small flowers, followed by round, fleshy fruits
that turn from green to black upon ripening.

Economic Importance-

Fibers extracted from leaves and trunk used in rope and mat making.
Sap is tapped to produce toddy (fermented drink) and jaggery (palm sugar)
Source of starch from its trunk (sago) in some traditional diets.
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