Cardiospermum halicacabum (Balloon vine)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Sapindales
Family- Sapindaceae
Genus- Cardiospermum
Species- halicacabum

Habitat- Grows in tropical and subtropical regions worldwide; found in hedges,
roadsides, riverbanks, and disturbed areas, often climbing on fences and shrubs.

Morphology- Cardiospermum halicacabum is a fast-growing, herbaceous,
climbing annual or short-lived perennial vine with tendrils. The leaves are
alternate, deeply lobed or compound with serrated margins. Small white flowers
occur in axillary clusters and are followed by distinctive, inflated, papery capsules
resembling balloons, each containing black seeds with a white heart-shaped mark.
The plant spreads via seeds and thrives in moist, sunny to semi-shaded locations.

Economic Importance-

Used in eco-friendly herbal formulations and local ethnomedicinal preparations.
Has anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, antimicrobial, and hepatoprotective properties
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