Calotropis gigantea (Giant milkweed)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Tracheophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Gentianales
Family- Apocynaceae
Genus- Calotropis
Species- gigantea

Habitat- Calotropis gigantea is native to South and Southeast Asia. In India, it is
commonly found growing in dry wastelands, roadsides, and open scrublands. It
thrives in arid to semi-arid conditions and can grow in poor, sandy, or saline soils.

Morphology- Calotropis gigantea is a large, erect, perennial shrub that grows up
to 2—-4 meters in height. It has thick, grey-green, ovate leaves that are covered with
fine hairs and contain milky latex. The flowers are star-shaped, waxy, and appear
in shades of lavender, light purple, or white, arranged in clusters. The fruit is a
large, inflated follicle containing numerous seeds with silky hairs for wind
dispersal. It blooms throughout the year in tropical climates.

Economic Importance-
The fiber from its stem is used in making ropes.

Flowers are used in religious rituals in various parts of India.
Acts as a host plant for the caterpillars of the Plain Tiger butterfly.
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