Azadirachta indica (Neem)

Classification-

Kingdom: Plantae
Division: Magnoliophyta
Class: Magnoliopsida
Order: Sapindales
Family: Meliaceae
Genus: Azadirachta
Species: indica
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Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab, India
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Habitat -Neem grows well in hot and dry climates and is commonly found in
Punjab near villages, along roadsides, in school compounds, and around homes. It
thrives in well-drained soil and requires minimal care.

Morphology-Neem is a large, evergreen or semi-evergreen tree that can grow up
to 15-20 meters in height. It has a straight trunk with brown to grayish bark that is
rough and fissured. The leaves are compound and pinnate with a strong bitter
smell. The flowers are small, white, and fragrant. The fruit is a small, oval-shaped
drupe, green when unripe and yellow when ripe, containing one seed.

Economic Importance-

Neem oil, extracted from the seeds, is used in soaps, toothpaste, cosmetics, hair oil,
and natural insect repellents.

Leaves are used in traditional medicine and as a natural insect repellent in stored
grains.

Widely used in organic farming for making bio-pesticides.
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