Averrhoa bilimbi (Bilimbi)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Oxalidales
Family- Oxalidaceae
Genus- Averrhoa
Species- bilimbi

Habitat- Grown in home gardens and botanical collections in Punjab, particularly
in warmer, frost-free zones with high humidity; not native but cultivated for its
fruit.

Morphology- Averrhoa bilimbi is a small, long-lived, evergreen tree that grows 5—
10 meters tall with a short trunk and broad, spreading crown. The bark is light
brown and rough, and the leaves are pinnately compound with 11-37 oblong
leaflets. Flowers are small, star-shaped, reddish-purple, and borne in clusters
directly on the trunk and large branches (a feature known as cauliflory). The fruit is
a green, smooth, cylindrical berry.It has extremely sour flesh due to high oxalic
acid content.

Economic Importance-

Fruits are used in curries, pickles, chutneys, and traditional dishes as a souring
agent.

Juice used for removing stains from clothes and cleaning metal surfaces due to
high acidity.
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