Amaranthus tricolor (Joseph’s coat)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Tracheophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Caryophyllales
Family- Amaranthaceae
Genus- Amaranthus p :
Species- tricolor i T ————
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Habitat- Amaranthus tricolor is native to Southeast Asia, In India, it is grown in
gardens and farms for both ornamental and edible purposes. It prefers well-drained,
fertile soils and full sunlight, and can grow in both humid and moderately dry
climates.

Morphology- Amaranthus tricolor is an annual herbaceous plant, growing up to
1-1.5 meters in height. It is well-known for its strikingly colorful foliage, which
can appear in combinations of red, yellow, orange, green, and purple, giving rise to
the name "Joseph’s Coat." The leaves are simple, alternate, and ovate to lance-
shaped. Flowers are tiny, greenish or reddish, and arranged in dense spikes or
terminal clusters. The plant blooms in summer to early autumn, and produces
small, round seeds.

Economic Importance-

Young leaves and tender stems are consumed as leafy vegetables; rich in iron,
vitamins A and C, and antioxidants.

Improves soil fertility through rapid biomass accumulation and is sometimes used
as green manure.

Used in folk remedies for digestive issues, inflammation, and skin conditions in
some cultures.
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