Alstonia scholaris (Devil’s tree)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Gentianales
Family- Apocynaceae
Genus- Alstonia
Species- scholaris

Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab, India
J7f2+v62, Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab 147203, India
Lat 30.625158° Long 76.251334°
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Habitat- Naturally found in tropical and subtropical regions of South and
Southeast Asia, typically in moist deciduous forests, along roadsides, and in
cultivated urban landscapes.

Morphology- Alstonia scholaris is a large, evergreen tree that can reach up to 40
meters in height, with a straight trunk and greyish bark that exudes copious white,
milky latex when cut. Its leaves are simple, leathery, and arranged in whorls of 4—
7, with a glossy upper surface. The small, greenish-white flowers are highly
fragrant and borne in terminal clusters. The fruit consists of two slender follicles
containing numerous seeds with tufts of silky hairs for wind dispersal.

Economic Importance-

Planted as an avenue and ornamental tree due to its shade-giving canopy and
fragrant flowers.

Milky latex is toxic and irritant if ingested or applied to broken skin.
Traditionally used for making blackboards and writing slates—hence the name
"scholar tree."
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