Alocasia macrorrhizos (Giant taro)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Tracheophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Alismatales
Family- Araceae
Genus- Alocasia
Species- macrorrhizos
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Habitat- In Punjab, Alocasia macrorrhizos is mainly grown as an ornamental plant
in gardens, parks, and near houses due to its large, attractive leaves. The plant
prefers humid conditions, so it thrives best during the monsoon and post-monsoon
seasons.

Morphology- Alocasia macrorrhizos is a large, fast-growing, herbaceous
perennial plant. It can reach a height of 3 to 5 meters. The plant has enormous,
arrowhead-shaped leaves with prominent veins, held on thick, erect stalks. The
stem (corm) is thick, starchy, and tuberous. The flowers are borne on a spadix,
enclosed in a pale green spathe, though they are rarely seen in cultivation. The
entire plant contains calcium oxalate crystals.

Economic Importance-

Widely grown as an ornamental plant for landscaping and decorative purposes.
The corm (stem) is edible after proper cooking and is used in traditional cuisines in
some cultures.
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