Ailanthus altissima (Tree of heaven)

Classification-

Kingdom- Plantae
Division- Magnoliophyta
Class- Magnoliopsida
Order- Sapindales
Family- Simaroubaceae
Genus- Ailanthus
Species- altissima i w
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Habitat- Naturalized and widely planted in urban and rural areas of Punjab; grows
along roadsides, open fields, and disturbed sites due to its adaptability to poor soils
and pollution.

Morphology- Ailanthus altissima is a fast-growing, deciduous tree that typically
reaches heights of 15-25 meters, sometimes taller. It has a straight trunk with
smooth, gray bark that resembles ash. The leaves are large, pinnately compound,
30-90 cm long, with 10—40 lanceolate leaflets that emit a strong, unpleasant odor
when crushed. Small yellowish-green, unisexual flowers appear in large terminal
panicles in early summer, with male flowers producing a particularly strong odor.

Economic Importance-

Contains quassinoids and alkaloids with potential antimicrobial and anti-
inflammatory activity.

Grown in wasteland reclamation and roadside plantations due to drought tolerance
and rapid growth.
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