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SOCIAL SNOBBERY AND PRUDERY IN MATRIMONIAL ALLIANCES IN EMMA OF  JANE AUSTEN                                               

Kamaljot
Assistant Professor, Department of English, Govt. College Pa�ala*

 
 

Abstract

In the Victorian society, wealth and property played vital role in the matrimonial relationships. Money decided the 
settlement of marriage as women were crazy to marry a rich man. In the Victorian Age, England had become 
industrial and money culture infected all the people, rich and the poor. Wealth was considered an important factor for 
social status and social mobility. All marriage proposals were decided by money and the trend towards dowry had 
increased. It was very difcult for the girls to marry young boys without money. No wonder being the true critic and 
interpreter of society, Jane Austen took up the themes of love, sex money and wealth in her novels. Wealth plays 
dominant role in deciding the fate of women in the world of Jane Austen. Women characters of Jane Austen are 
intoxicated with money and are snobbish and hypocrite. In the marriages of Elizabeth, Jane, Harriet, Anne and Fanny 
money plays a vital role. Austen's heroines don't marry for money but they are always crazy to nd a rich husband. 
Emma has a good fortune, is always respectable” (69).

Keywords: Money, Matrimonial, Interpreter, Love, Sex, Marriages, Snobbery, Dowry, Wealth

Jane Austen wrote Emma focusing on the themes 
of love, marriage and money, presenting Emma 
as the main heroine of the novel. The critics are 
of the view that Jane Austen had high opinion of 
her heroine as she stated that Emma is the main 
protagonist “whom no one but myself will much 
like” (126). The reviewers are of the view that 
Jane Austen considered Emma as her own 
daughter. Austen's niece was born when she 
completed her classic novel Emma. Austen was 
anxious to see the baby as she expressed: “As I 
wish very much to see your Jemima, I am sure 
you will like to see my Emma” (207). Emma is 
certainly a different and unique character as she 
is involved in the match making business and the 
plot unfolds many complexities in the 
matrimonial relationships. Emma belongs to the 
elite class and has an annual income of 20000 
pounds and her economic security gives her 
freedom to indulge in match fixing games. 
Barbara Z. Thaden describes the world of Emma 
thus:                                          
Readers of Austen's three previously published 
novels would automatically be alerted that they 
are now in a different world or rather the same 
world viewed from an entirely different 
perspective. Emma is at the pinnacle of her 
society, with no inducement to marry or to 
change her position, unlike Elinor Dashwood, 
Elizabeth Bennet, and Fanny Price. (48)
Emma enjoys great status in the society of 
Highbury because of the power of wealth of her 
parents. She is the sole mistress of the huge 

estate of her father. Yet, “by giving her heroine 
such perfection through the possession of every 
material thing and every social prerogative that 
ever a polite person could want,” According to 
Nancy Armstrong: “Austen creates deficiency 
on another level” (152-53). The power of wealth 
adversely affects the behavior of Emma who 
begins intervening in the life others. She has 
plenty free time and she uses her free time in 
imagining her own world and dreaming to shape 
the life of others. Terry Eagleton finds a 
connection between the wealth of Emma and her 
imagination: 
There is, thus, an indirect route from being 
extremely well-heeled to bring morally 
irresponsible, which is the opposite of the 
paternalistic ethic; there is doctrine that wealth 
and high rank bring with them responsibilities to 
others. Emma is at the summit of her society, but 
exactly because of this she is a kind of 
transgressor. (Eagleton 112)  
Emma becomes a snob with her power of money 
and wealth and she becomes responsible in 
ruining the life of many characters in the novel. 
Mr. Knightley, the future husband of Emma is 
also trapped in the vicious cycle of Emma's 
deviant behaviour. Emma is mad in thinking of 
strict class structure and believing in class 
superiority. Duckworth argues that “It is 
Emma's snobbery and instance on a strict social 
hierarchy that readers dislike most about her” 
(Duckworth 150). Jane Austen hated snobbery 
and it is evidenced in her novel she has exposed 
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and ridiculed her heroine Emma whose journey 
is a tale of gradual diminution and deflation of 
self. Most of the women characters in the novel 
are snobbish, mean and hypocrite. They display 
their social arrogance as they manipulate many 
things to torture others.  Emma uses snobbery as 
a social weapon to form relations with others. 
Emma is blind to her flaws and she thinks that 
she is always right.  The plot of the novel is 
narrated by Emma and all events are unfolded 
through her eyes:  “readers “travel with Emma 
rather than stand against her” (Booth 97). 
Interestingly, Emma is examined as “the most 
flawed of all Austen's heroines” (Koppel 25). 
Many critics have called her anti-heroine of Jane 
Austen because all her actions ruin the 
characters in the novel. She doesn't make any 
positive contribution to the society. She got 
education from a governess whose “mildness of 
her temper had hardly allowed her to impose any 
restraint” (Austen 5). She is a typical wealthy 
woman  and her education is also typical of 
wealthy women of high class: 
The real evils indeed of Emma's situation were 
the power of having rather too much her own 
way, and disposition to think a little too well of 
herself . . . The danger, however, was at present 
so unperceived that they did not by any means 
rank as misfortunes with her. (5)
Emma is manipulative in her approach to her 
friend Harriet. She misguides Harriet who wants 
to know whether she should accept the proposal 
of Robert Martin or not. Emma sees everything 
through her green eyes and despises Martin 
because of his low caste. She thinks that he is 
below the standard and Harriet can get a better 
match than Robert Martin. Emma misguides 
Harriet to reject Robert Martin. Her 
manipulation ruins the life of Harriet. Emma 
acts like an anti-heroine and look like the social 
enemy in the novel. Her wealth becomes a 
source of psychological tortures to other people 
living in Highbury. Emma's wealth results in 
“doing just what she liked” (Austen 5). 
“Austen's other novels reserve such freedom 
and selfishness for unsympathetic characters . . . 
characters hopelessly incapable of regeneration, 
such as Mrs. Ferrars, Lady Catherine de 
Bourgh, and Sir Walter Eliot” (Thaden 48 and 
49).. Austen “has undertaken the much more 
difficult task of incorporating and correcting 
snobbery within the character of the heroine 

herself” (Shannon 644). 
The sins of Emma are social and moral and Jane 
Austen gives an interesting story of her growth 
and loss of self. She doesn't understand her 
moral responsibilities in accepting the lower 
class people. She is often aggressive and doesn't 
like anyone to go against her actions. Her 
dogmatic behaviour is the main flaw of her 
personality. Austen has depicted her journey 
from a snobbish girl to a mature woman of 
society. Many critics have called her an 
unfeeling snob. Emma presents herself as the 
chief caretaker of her father as she takes all 
decagons independently and her father agrees 
what she says. She looks after her father and 
keeps him happy and delighted. Jane Austen 
observes thus: 
Although Emma, dearly loves her father, they 
don't have interests of the resources in common, 
the playfulness of wit and the bite of argument: 
her father is somewhere else. He is obsessed to 
the point of looniness with his wealth; he lies in 
terror of the weather. (16)
Emma often cancels her appointments in order 
to keep her father happy and to give him the 
company. She gives the same devotion to her 
brother-in laws, sister and nephew's and  is very 
popular in the family being sociable and 
sensible. Mrs. Weston has high praise for 
Emma:  “Where shall we see a better daughter, 
or kinder sister, or a truer friend?” (Austen 32). 
She has tender relations with her father. In 
Highbury, she enjoys respect and status as 
everybody loves her and regards her as the chief 
advisor, guide and caretaker. 
Whenever there is any problem, people come to 
her for help, support and advice. She sends food 
to Mrs. And Miss Bates who is the widow of a 
vicar and her unmarried daughter. All women of 
Highburry has special consideration for Emma.  
The clergy belongs to the upper class. He got 
education from Oxford which gave him a good 
job. Emma gives full support to the Bates and 
after the death of the Vicar, they are in poverty. 
Emma seriously thinks of the future of Bats and 
carries out the acts of charity in Highbury. She 
often emerges as the Queen of her village. She 
knows that she belongs to the upper class and her 
actions are in the nature of feudalism. She 
represents the powers of feudalism and it is 
expected from her to look after the interests of 
the poor and the downtrodden. In the days of 
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feudalism, the landlords spent time and money 
to look after the poor and the unfortunate. Thus 
she performs her feudal responsibilities and 
exercises her class privileges: : “the ability to 
exercise patronage, to offer charity, and 
generally to aid others—in brief, to encompass 
them as dependents—is a key mark of social 
superiority” (Segal 700). 
Emma is free from vanity about her appearance 
and Emma writes that Emma is “handsome” (5). 
She is a pleasing character and Mr. Knightly has 
also special respect for her. He remarks:, 
“Considering how very handsome she is, she 
appears to be little occupied with it; her vanity 
lies another way” (32). Emma is rightly 
assessed by Knightly as the narrator informs:, 
“Mr. Knightley, in fact, was one of the few 
people who could see faults in Emma 
Woodhouse, and the only one who ever told her 
of them” (9-10). Mr. Knightley observes that 
the character of Emma is the mirror in the novel 
who gives her own analysis of other people. In 
spite of the true analysis of Emma, she is full of 
contradictions and flaws and Mr. Knightley 
“offers the best reflection of her character. I 
have a very sincere interest in Emma….There is 
an anxiety, a curiosity in what one feels for 
Emma. I wonder what will become of her” (35).
Knightley knows that she suffers from many 
deficiencies; he has no courage to point out the 
defects of Emma directly. She is presented thus: 
“She was not much deceived as to her own skill 
either as an artist or a musician, but she was not 
unwilling to have others deceived, or sorry to 
know her reputation for accomplishment often 
higher than it deserved” (35-36). Emma is 
proud that she is a talented lady; the best woman 
in the Highbury. She does not accept her 
shortcomings and feels comfortable in 
dominating others and intervening in the 
personal life of the people of Highbury. 
The main focus of Jane Austen is to depict the 
journey of a woman who goes downhill because 
of her stupid illusions and dreams and fruitless 
experiments. The main focus of the novelist is to 
depict the development of a woman from 
immaturity o self-knowledge. While “All of 
Austen's works are concerned with the 
relationship of love and virtue,” Anne 
Ruderman observes thus: “this connection is 
especially important in Emma, as the heroine's 
education is a central theme” (271).Elaine 

Hoffman Baruch observes that Emma is a 
Bildungsroman referring to “education of the 
hero who is brought to a high level of 
consciousness through a series of experiences 
that lead to his development, yet many of the 
great novels that deal with women treat similar 
themes” (35). Every experience of Emma lands 
her to untold miseries and clearly  contributes to 
her education and personal growth.  
E.N. Hayes observes that Emma is a “vain, 
stupid, selfish little fool” (17). He further 
argues that Emma is not serious about learning 
and to change her snobbish behavior, “the 
modern reader to evaluate our society, or how to 
be and move in our world” (20). Hayes says that 
“The damning flaw of Jane Austen's novels is 
that the author never participates in the lives of 
her characters, never feels for them, only 
watches them and smiles a vapid, [Mona Lisa] 
smile” (19). The modern critics do not like 
Emma for her vain and snobbish behavior. Jane 
Austen narrates the premise of Emma and how 
the heroine should “be and move in our world.” 
Jane Austen is seriously concerned with the 
education of her heroine.  Hayes' point of view: 
“Far from having nothing worthwhile to say to 
modern men and women, through the 
discrepancy between appearance and reality she 
reminds us of human fallibility and the need for 
modesty, unselfishness, and compassion” 
(650). Jane Austen wrote this novel in the 
Victorian age and she was aware of the morality 
of the Victorians. Emma is a case study of 
snobbery and she needs practical experience. 
She has been living in the world of fancy and 
fantasy. Jane Austen has given an authentic view 
of her character, morals and motives. 
The first important stroke of her debacle is 
dramatized through her association and her 
match fixing venture with her friend Harriet 
Smith. Her associations with Miss Bates and her 
adventures with Mr. Elton and Jane Fairfax 
reveal her poor understanding of human nature.  
In each of these relationships, Emma is a 
failure; she uses her snobbish manipulations and 
display her snobbish tendencies. Her shallow 
standards put her in embarrassing situation.  
The novel begins with the wedding of Mis 
Taylor and the loneliness of Emma. She has 
married a rich widower and has moved to 
Rendalls for good. Her husband has purchased 
“little estate” near Highbury (13). The guests 

Prabodh : International Journal of Languages and Social Sciences
(A Peer-Reviewed Yearly Journal) ISSN: 2349-0179

Prabodh, Vol.-05, 2020



Page 4

leave Woodhouse and Emma and her father are 
alone in “gentle sorrow”. The happiness of 
Mrs. Weston is a loss for Emma as she sits in 
“mournful thought” brooding “what she had 
lost” (4). Emma is free from all restrains and 
boundaries. Miss Harriet fills her void and she 
finds in her a true and dependable friend. She 
tries to forget Miss Taylor and begins enjoying 
the company of Harriet. Emma is proud of her 
skills as she is proud of her competence to 
manage Harriet's future. She becomes the main 
director of the drama of wedding of Miss. 
Harriet. Emma is sure that her friendship with 
Harriet will be fruitful for both of them. Emma 
chooses Harriet Smith who is a sweet, docile 
and naïve girl. She has no practical experience 
of life as she fully depends on Emma who 
becomes her friend and the real mentor. 
Emma sees Harriet as “a girl who wanted only a 
little more knowledge and elegance to be quite 
perfect. She would notice her; she would 
improve her; she would detach her from bad 
acquaintance, and introduce her into good 
society; she would form her opinions and her 
manners” (Austen 19). The critics observe that 
Emma is not finding a friend in Harriet but she is 
chosen a doll to play to pass her time and to 
break her alienation. She is used as tool for her 
amusement and she loses no time to teach her 
social respectability. She intends to make her a 
lady under the pretense of teaching mannerism 
to Harriet and to bring refinement in her. For 
Emma this was “certainly a very kind 
undertaking; highly becoming her own situation 
in life, her leisure, and powers” (19). Emma 
misuses her power, wealth and social status to 
elevate Harriet unnecessarily. Her actions are 
the pastime pleasures of a feudal lady. She plans 
to upgrade the class status of Harriet in vain 
because Harriet is unable to maintain her elite 
class status.  Emma justifies her choice as Jane 
Austen writes:  “Harriet certainly was not 
clever, but she had a sweet docile, grateful 
disposition; was totally free from conceit; and 
only desiring to be guided by anyone she looked 
up to” (21). Mr. Knightley comments thus: 
He did not make “due allowance for the 
influence of a strong passions at war with all 
interested motives. Mr. Knightley saw no such 
passions, and of course thought nothing of its 
effects; but she saw too much of it feel a doubt of 
it overcoming any hesitations that a reasonable 

prudence might originally suggest. (59)
Harriet spent a happy summer with Martin 
before she met Emma. She met with the farming 
family of Martin Smith. She also was happy to 
meet two daughters and a son and the natural 
environment. Harriet is greatly impressed by 
the amiable personality of Martin and the 
supportive nature of his family. She shares all 
her experiences with Emma. But Emma is not 
convinced and wants Harriet to think and dream 
big. She has poor opinion about the farming 
community and wants Harriet to have a good 
and prosperous husband belonging to an upper 
class.  She informs Harriet that, “I might hope 
to be useful to their families in some way or 
other. But a farmer can need none of my help, 
and is therefore in one sense as much above my 
notice as in every other he is below it”(24). 
Mr. Knightley believes that Martin is good boy 
and there is nothing wrong with the match of 
Harriet and Martin because he is “open, straight 
forward, and very well judging” (47), Emma 
thinks that Mr. Martin is only a farming boy and 
a working class person, he will not be able to 
give real happiness to Harriet Certainly he is 
below her social consideration. Emma is selfish 
because she thinks that if Harriet married 
Martin, she would not be able to continue 
friendship with a low class woman. She wants to 
determine Harriet's romantic future. She wants 
to take the risk and plays with the emotions and 
sentiments of Harriet. The snobbish feelings of 
Emma motivate her to break the romantic 
association of Harriet with Martin. 
Mr. Martin sends the marriage proposal to 
Harriet and this upsets Emma who uses all her 
power and position to put water on the wedding 
prospects of Harriet. Emma motivates Harriet to 
reject the marriage proposal and impresses upon 
her to follow her advice. Harriet begs for 
Emma's advice but Emma states, “I shall not 
give you any advice, Harriet. I will have nothing 
to do with it. This is a point which you must 
settle with your own feelings”(42). She cleverly 
asks Harriet if Mr. Martin is the “most 
agreeable man she has ever been in company 
with” in a tone of sarcasm. She feels bad but 
soon she comes under the spell of Emma and 
forgets everything about the proposal of Martin. 
Emma expresses her snobbery thus, “You 
would have thrown yourself out of all good 
society! I must have given you up….I would not 
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have visited Mrs. Robert Martin, of Abbey Mill 
Farm. Now I am secure of you forever”(43).
Harriet has no say in the matter as she is trapped 
in the social class consciousness of Emma. She 
puts faith in Emma and rejects the marriage 
proposal of Martin. She belongs to the lower 
class and she has no courage to go against the 
wishes of her rich friend.  Emma is highly 
imaginative and takes Harriet's social position 
thus: “There can be no doubt of [Harriet] being 
a gentleman's daughter'” (25). Mr. Knightley is 
shocked to know about the rejection of proposal 
and feels very bad because a good match is lost. 
Being snobbish and impractical, Emma justifies 
her wrong decision and argues with Mr. 
Knightley claiming to be right. Mr. Knightley 
tells her that she is wrong as she has poor 
knowledge of matrimonial alliances. Harriet is a 
poor girl, she cannot afford to give huge dowry. 
In the Victorian age, two options were available 
to women; either give huge dowry and marry a 
good boy or join nunnery. Money and wealth 
decided the matrimonial alliances. Mr. 
Knightley tells her that she has ruined the 
happiness of Harriet by misleading her. The 
climax comes when Harriet declares that she 
loves Mr. Knightley at the end of the novel 
giving a true shock to Emma. This is a moment 
of intense revelation and deep regret for Emma. 
She had never imagined that Harriet would 
emerge as her rival. 
Oh! Had she never brought  Harr ie t 
forward!....Had she not…prevented her 
marrying the unexceptional young man who 
would have made her happy and respectable in 
the life to which she ought to belong-all would 
have been safe; none of this dreadful sequel 
would have been (325).
Emma for the first time realizes her stupendous 
folly by socially elevating Harriet. It was her 
foolishness to look down Martin as a social 
inferior and giving Harriet a feeling of 
respectability and the elite culture. Harriet's 
happiness is ruined and Emma feels guilty for 
the first time, she experiences the psychological 
pain in hurting the emotions of Harriet. Her 
penitence toward Harriet is double: She lets the 
friendship fade and she releases the attitude of 
social superiority for the first time after this 
horrible experience. Emma realizes that Marin 
is a suitable match for Harriet as they belong to 
the same class. Mr. Martin pursues Harriet 

again and she accepts his hand for marriage. 
Emma is cut to size as all her wisdom proves a 
treat to the happiness of Harriet. Her adventure 
turns misadventure as all her calculations about 
Harriet and Martin prove wrong. 
 Emma's experience with Miss Bates is 
again very enlightening for her. Miss Bates is a 
complex character and it is not very difficult to 
understand her inner intentions. She is a 
chattering box and a source of laughter; she 
spends most of her time in gossip and past time 
pleasures. She is not a talented woman and 
Emma dislikes her. Financial condition of Miss 
Bates is very bad as she has been living on 
charity after the death of her father. Miss Bates 
is very popular in Highbury and even Emma is 
willing to visit her to ward off her guilt. Jane 
Austen comments thus: 
She had many a hint from Mr. Knightley and 
some from her own heart, as to her deficiency 
but none were equal to counteract the persuasion 
of it being very disagreeable; waste of time, 
tiresome women and all the horror of being in 
danger of falling in with the second rate and 
third rate of Highbury, who were calling on 
them forever, and was therefore she seldom 
went off near them. (121)
Emma dislikes Miss Bates considering her low 
rank. It is observed that she is the daughter of a 
gentleman. The only difference is the money 
and wealth. Miss Bates's poverty is the main 
problem and she has become “ridiculous to 
society and especially to Emma” (69). Jane 
Austen has dramatized the social snobbery of 
Emma. She openly “makes fun of Miss Bates, 
even going as far as presenting a diverting 
imitation of her” (177). 
Mrs. Weston doesn't like the attitude of Emma 
as she disparages her for her irresponsible 
remarks directed at Miss Bates.  The Box Hill 
episode of the novel is brilliantly presented by 
Jane Austen. Emma's false morality and 
snobbery is punctured in this episode. Mr. 
Knighley is also critical of Emma as he says: 
“How could you be so unfeeling to Miss Bates? 
How could you be so insolent in your wit to a 
woman  o f  h e r  ch a r a c t e r ,  a g e ,  and 
situation?—Emma, I had not thought it 
possible” (294). Emma tries to “laugh it off” 
(294). Mr. Knightley has to chastise Emma for 
her social snobbery and wrong judgment of 
character.  Emma thinks that all other classes 
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below her rank are inferiors and she has right to 
take a dig at them.  Emma's lack of 
“cultivation” is exposed in the famous Box-Hill 
episode. 
“Austen manages to make the reader feel that 
Emma has committed the gravest possible of 
sins by her offhand joke at a picnic” (Ruderman 
274), and this brings a turning point in the life of 
Emma.  She sees for the first time the 
significance of good manners and Mr. Knightley 
chastises her correctly condemning her false 
morality and snobbery. She feels devastated and 
is made to confront the reality: “Never had she 
felt so agitated, mortified, grieved, at any 
circumstance in her life . . . As she reflected 
more, she seemed to feel it more. She never had 
been so depressed” (Austen 296). In her return 
journey, Emma is seen crying and tears roll 
down her cheeks. In this simple domestic act, 
Emma's weak character is exposed. She sits 
beside her father to seek relief as Austen 
remarks: “As a daughter, she hoped she was not 
without heart. She hoped no one could have to 
say to her, 'How could you be so unfeeling to 
your father?'” (296). 
For the first time Emma realizes “at last 
recognizes that her intelligence, wealth, and 
social pre-eminence require kindness, rather 
than contempt, toward Miss Bates. She awakens 
to the obligations of her position” (Shannon 
641). Emma exhibits a change in her behaviour 
in her relationships to others in Highbury. She 
realizes that money and wealth cannot win her 
people. Her money and wealth and social status 
is nothing if people don't love her. Emma gives 
up her selfish outlook of life and behaves like a 
mature woman.  No wonder, Mr. Knightley 
plays a positive role in bringing improvement 
and transformation in the personality of Emma. 
As the novel progresses, Jane Austen introduces 
another woman, Jane Fairfax in the novel to 
teach a real lesson to Emma. Indeed, “it is Jane 
Fairfax as much as Knightley who sets in motion 
Emma's recognition of her short comings” 
(Perry 193). Emma's reason is clouded by her 
prejudices and snobbish feelings when she 
comes in contact with Jane. But by the ned of the 
journey, Jane becomes a fast friend of Jane and 
she play very important role in the development 
of the plot. Miss Bates has high opinion of Jane 
and Emma is confused in the beginning: “One is 
sick of the very name of Jane Fairfax. Every 

letter from her is read forty times over. . . I wish 
Jane Fairfax very well; but she tires me to 
death.” (Austen 70). Everyone in Highbury 
praises Jane Fairfax: She is “sweet and amiable 
Jane is; how she is so very accomplished and 
superior, and how she would be such a 
delightful companion for Emma. After all, Jane 
is exactly Emma's age” (83). For Emma, Jane is 
a rival and she cannot tolerate people singing of 
her good nature. She wants to explore the 
mystery about of Jane Fairfax. Emma visits 
Jane's aunt and finally comes to the conclusion 
that her achievements are not exaggerated. 
Emma “senses a rivalry immediately for, it is 
embarrassingly clear to Emma that Jane is not 
just the only girl around who is not her 
inferior—she is superior” (Morgan “Charms” 
42). Emma is confused and she makes up her 
mind not to dislike Jane when she visits 
Highbury. Emma “determines that she would 
dislike her no longer” (131). But after some 
time she expresses her dislike for Jane thus: 
“She was . . . so cold, so cautious! There was no 
getting at her real opinion . . . She was 
disgustingly, was suspiciously reserved” (132). 
Emma expresses her irritation because Jane is 
silent and unresponsive. She doesn't disclose 
her heart to anyone.  
Frank confuses Emma by giving letters to Jane 
and creating suspense in the novel. Mr. 
Knightley is watching all these events keenly. 
He observes that Jane is feeling stressed and 
sick. Emma's reacts thus:  “She could not 
endure to give him the true explanation; for 
though her suspicions were by no means 
removed, she was really ashamed of having ever 
imparted them” (275). Emma's lack of 
understanding is highlighted by Jane Austen.  
Emma's harsh opinions of Jane vanishes as she 
“most heartily [grieves] over the idleness of her 
childhood—and sat down and practiced [the 
piano-forte] vigorously an hour and a half” 
(181). She decides to be normal and gives up the 
jealousy over Jane's affair. She realizes that 
Jane is a talented girl and she must admire her 
good talents. Emma feels compassion for Jane 
and develops intimacy with her. She comes to 
know that Jane is going to become a governess 
so she seeks out her company and stops avoiding 
her company.  Jane's rejection of Emma 
becomes a source of psychological anguish to 
Emma. She expresses her negative feelings for 
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Emma and this troubles her. The climax comes 
at the end of the novel when she comes to know 
that she is engaged with Frank with whom she 
had been flirting and dancing. Emma is really 
shocked but she is responsible for her own 
actions and bad understanding of human nature. 
Frank had played with the sentiments of Emma 
and impressed her. She started loving him and 
enjoyed her good company. She has been 
secretly engaged with Frank Churchill for 
months. “No doubt it had been from 
jealousy.—In Jane's eyes, she had been a rival” 
(317). Sadly, Emma's journey brings social and 
moral degradation and awareness about her lack 
of judgment. Every relation of Emma teaches 
her a lesson and develops her personality. Her 
journey is full of shocking situations but she 
learns at the end of the novel and is shocked to 
know that even Miss Harriet is in love with Mr. 
Knightley. She marries Mr. Knightley but at this 
time she has given up all her snobbery and has 
become a good woman free from jealousies and 
snobberies. 
In her company with Mr Knightley, she learns 
sobriety; human kindliness and compassion for 
all. Mr. Knighley's love and attention teaches 
her a lot and moulds her into a good personality. 
She throws away her snobbery and selfishness 
and emerges as a loving and kind woman; the 
real Queen of Highbury.  
 To conclude, Austen's novel Emma is a 
classic dealing with the themes of love, marriage 
and wealth. Emma plays a vital role in match-
fixing and she shows her social snobbery. At the 
outset of the novel, Emma emerges as an anti-
heroine who is proud and snobbish; jealous and 
mean.  Her weaknesses are painfully evident in 
most of the scenes of the novel. It is only at the 
end of the novel that Emma is totally 
transformed and she feels humiliated when she 
flirts with Frank and wrongly believes that Jane 
is in love with Mr. Dixon. In the major part of 
the novel, the flaws of Emma are dramatized 
when she comes in contact with so many people. 
Jane Fairfax is a minor character but in 
comparison with Emma, she looks serious, 
silent and deep. Her relationship with Emma 
brings about the real realization and 
transformation in the heroine of Jane Austen.  
She comments thus: “She was already so far 
gone on the road leading away from strict 
rectitude and propriety, she was finding so much 

joy in the abandonment of those principles which 
might have enabled her to resist him, that he 
obtained her all her promises but one” (263)
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Abstract

It is well said that a family can be a nemesis in one's life and it can also be signicant in framing someone's identity. 
Manju Kapur is one of esteemed contemporary Indian woman writer in English. She illustrates several emerging 
controversial matters in the social scenario like infertility and dysfunctional relationships as she says, “All issues are 
grist to the writer's mill. Depends on what inspires, what pushes the narrative forward….I look at the consequences of 
these actions, which I nd more interesting.” (Penguin India 29 March, 2011).. This paper focuses upon the fresh 
concept of Manju Kapur in her fth novel “Custody” published in 2011. This exposes the greed of Kapur's protagonist 
for luxurious lifestyle and peace which causes dysfunctional relationship between husband and wife. This is also a 
family saga where children, Arjun and Roohi suffer both mentally and physically due to their parents' venomous legal 
ght for custody.  

Key Words: Family, Greed, Dysfunctional Relationships, Custody.

Manju Kapur amazes readers with her 
impressive grip of Indian customs and feelings.  
She comes under  femin is t  in f luence 
unconsciously as she explains, “I am aware of 
feminist thinking….it is impossible to live in the 
world today as a thinking person and not be one, 
and this applies to both men and women. I don't 
set out with a conscious feminist agenda, but in 
describing the relationships between men and 
women, a feminist perspective is often 
inevitable.” (Jain 21 June, 2014). For some 
couples, marriage seems to be flawless but for 
others, it only brings heated discussions, 
disrespect and frustrations. She lays out 
complexities of society, family and relationships 
in her novels like “A Married Woman”, 
“Difficult Daughters”, “The Immigrant” and 
“Custody”. Kapur pens a realistic portraiture of 
an ugly divorce and an obsessive dogfight of 
parents for their children's in custody. She 
paints the canvas of her plots with all kinds of 
characters who gradually modify with the 
changing trend of society. This novel mainly 
hints at transformation or collision of patriarchal 
ideology of Indian society.
Manju Kapur delineates family relationships and 
influence of modern Indian society on                                                                     
human relations. She not only pores on human 
relationships but also concentrates upon their 
feelings and mental turmoil. Manju Kapur 
explores the shallow mindset of modernized 
upper middle class family of Delhi. She details 
series of family disputes which lead to traumatic 
effects on the psychology and hearts of children. 

Kapur's Custody captures the thirst of 
protagonist for wealth, freedom and peace. The 
fiction is about a woman who succeeds in 
liberating herself after struggling between her 
aspirations and family. Her morality and 
dedication for her loved ones transform into an 
archetype. She feels hard-boiled to fulfill her 
family duties and asks her husband for divorce. 
This draws a curtain between Raman and 
Shagun.
The novel Custody mainly covers the twin 
problems of termination of marriage and 
custody of children. The family disputes, 
incompatibility between Raman and Shagun and 
urge for materialistic pursuits become the root 
cause of their divorce. The opening lines of 
fiction indicate sarcasm used within the story as 
Kapur writes, “The couple lay among stained 
sheets and rumpled quilts, eyes closed, legs 
twisted together like the knotted branches of  
low growing trees. Slowly their breathing 
became less noisy. Her head grew heavier on his 
shoulder; his hand across her stomach became 
heavy and their eyelids lay uneasy thoughts. 
They had things to do, place to do, lie to tell, the 
woman particularly”. (1)  On the front side, this 
appeals to be a love-making moment of husband 
and wife. However, this exposes hidden love-
affair of a wife with her husband's boss, Ashok 
Khanna. The fuel of her extra-marital affair 
incinerates the sacredness of marriage. Kapur 
applies this sexual autonomy to scotch 
conventional customs and rituals.
The stereotypical and conventional attitude of 
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Raman swallows the self-identity of Shagun 
which further widens the gulfed breach between 
both of them. Raman is an industrious man, so 
he fails in his personal life. He works hard for 
the betterment of his family but forgets to spend 
some valuable time with his wife and children. 
His family also assumes that a woman's selfhood 
and recognition lies in her role as a dutiful wife 
and caring mother. Her status is confined within 
the four walls of home. This makes Shagun 
disgruntled and she finds nothing hopeful in her 
wedding. The cycle of rage between the couple 
destroys the purity of their relationship. On the 
other side, there is Ishita, living in Delhi whose 
marriage disintegrates because she cannot bear 
her own biological children. She begins to feel 
relaxed and gratified in social activities but later 
on, she gives up this when she meets Raman, a 
divorcee. Her closeness towards Raman makes 
her think that she will be happier as a 
stepmother.
In Custody, the love-affair of a woman with an 
outsider and the harsh behaviour of in-laws 
towards a woman, incapable to conceive a child 
become the chief reasons of dysfunctional 
relationships. This only leaves behind broken 
hearts of every relation in family. Ashok 
Khanna, the boss of Raman, falls in love with his 
green-eyed wife. He only gets obsessed with her 
and desires to pursue her at every cost. He is not 
concerned about her marriage whether it 
survives or not. He handles this matter as a 
powerful marketer and never thinks of emotional 
upheavals undergoing in Raman's mind. He 
offers everything which is nearly impossible to 
resist for any ordinary woman. And Shagun also 
becomes more persistent and bold in her love-
affair. She chooses charismatic, handsome 
Ashok over her faithful and hardworking 
husband. She claims to be a devoted wife but this 
is never observed in her actions and decisions. 
She exceeds to such an extent in her selfishness 
that she even provokes her children against her 
husband to make her path smooth and clear for 
divorce.
Raman discovers the love affair of his wife with 
his boss, Ashok with the help of a detective. He 
finds out the disloyalty of Shagun to him. The 
two close and near persons deceive him. This 
vanquishes him more than anything in his 
lifetime. Raman cannot bear all these things 
affably and he gets a severe heart attack. 

However, Shagun remains cruel and rigid on her 
decision and refused to return to Raman. She 
declined all traditional feminist ideologies which 
her mother tries to coax her to act as a dutiful 
wife and caring mother but she remains deaf to 
these queries and jeopardizes her mother that she 
will not confide her mother any longer if she 
continues to speak on Raman's behalf. A sense 
of bewilderment and anguish kicks off the 
wretched legal fight between Raman and Shagun 
over the custody of their children. It is firstly 
initiated by Shagun herself when she challenges 
him to meet him in the court for the custody. The 
kids are shuttled between their parents due to 
their ego battles who once promised to give them 
a caring, loving and happy upbringing. In the 
second part, the disastrous effects upon children 
become evident when they are disrupted 
between two mothers.
Along with this, Kapur skirts out the parallel 
story of Ishita who lives near to Raman's house 
and is the daughter of his mother's friend. The 
problem of infertility approaches her as the 
attitude of her well-wishers like her sister-in-law 
and mother-in-law changes all of a sudden when 
they understand that she is incapable to bear a 
child. This clears the dirt which is obscure in 
middle class Indian families which further 
results in Ishita's divorce. Her infertility is 
discussed in detail with the doctor by her 
mother-in-law who later on, refuses to accept 
and give her space in her home. In spite of 
consoling and standing with her as her daughter, 
she rejects her even as her daughter-in-law. A 
loving and promising husband leaves her in 
isolation and barrenness overnight. She finds 
self-identity and recognition in the company of 
unprivileged children. She indulges more and 
more in social activities which provides her 
peace of mind and satisfaction. Yet she 
discontinues these works as she is elevated 
socially after marrying Raman. She feels 
empowered and supports her husband in 
winning back his children against his ex-wife. In 
court, husband and wife manipulate incidents to 
get the custody of Roohi and Arjun. It is 
unmistakable that the unscrupulous action of a 
guardian and father flocks the early childhood of 
children. The difficult situations of divorce and 
an ugly legal fight for custody mature their 
innocent minds eventually.
Gradually, Ishita influences the small girl, 
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Roohi but fails to impress elder son of Raman 
and Shagun, Arjun who can acknowledge the 
whole situation thoroughly. Her thirst for the 
status of a loving mother enforces her to suspend 
democratic ethics. As she is under the social 
ostracism, she never tries to understand Shagun 
and her urge for liberty. Ishita can only establish 
herself in the patriarchal social - scenario as a 
caring mother and dedicated wife with the 
custody of Roohi. Arjun and Roohi pick their 
divided paths to deal with confused and 
disturbed situations into which their parents 
thrust them. Raman gradually realizes that his 
children will have to pay the price of their 
parents' separation. The woman, whom he 
loved undoubtedly once, now has proven to be a 
biggest mistake of his life. 
The novel limelights the true saga of two lovers 
who promised to be true companions in their 
sacred marriage but this is all replaced with their 
differentiated ambitions to earn more money and 
to live liberated lives. This heart- rending story 
depicts the dysfunctional relationships of a 
happy family which later on converts into 

disintegrated family. Apart from this, Manju 
Kapur discloses woman's queries for freedom, 
self-reliance and survival in the male-dominated 
society. This highlights the aspirations of young 
and educated ones in the modern society who 
can go beyond any extent to reach their targets 
and explores their dysfunctional relationship. 
The dogfight of parents for custody also reveals 
the critical judicial system of the nation.
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BPkyo' h: ;ohoe ns/ wkBf;e fdPq NheD'                                                

*fJepkb f;xz  **vkH is' h Powk

*nf;;NA?N g|'q ;? o ;oekoh oDtho ekbi ;rz oo{

**nf;;NA?N g|'q ;? o, dP/  Grs :B{ htof;Nh, wvz h rf' pdz rVQ 

  

Abstrca t

;koPz L nie' / ;wA/ ftuZ  BPkyo' h fJeZ  fGnkBe ;wfZ ;nk dk og{  b? ueZ[ h j? ns/ ;wki d/ jo tor d/ be'  Gkt puZ / sA'  b? e/ pYZ[ / seZ  fJEA' seZ  fe 

no" sK s/ SN' h Tw[ o dhnK eV[ hnK th fJ; dh ugN/  ftuZ  nk ueZ[ / jB. BfPnK eoe/ jh Bi" tkB ghVhQ  B/ nkgDh PXZ[ ^pX[Z  rn[ k bJh j? ns/ ie/ o 

Bi" tkB fJ; sA' SN[ ekok BjhA gktr/ k sK dP/  dk GftyZ  \sw iktr/ k:   

oA'dhnK B/ wKtK,

bkPK pe[ b u o~y e/  

bkvK Bkb gkb/ g[~s,

BfPnK B/ vZ; *s/.

BPk n~i ebQ d/ ;w/A d/ ;wki dh T[j p[okJh j? i' fe 

n~i ebQ dh :[tk ghVh ƒ fJzB/ p[o/ sohe/ Bkb nkgDh 

ug/N ftu b? fojk j? fi; eoe/ nkT[D tkbh ghVh s/ 

\sok wzvok fojk j?. BP/ ƒ nzro/Ih ftu Drugs 

fejk iKdk j?. fJ; d/ d' wsbp jB. fJe sK id'A 

n;hA fe;/ gqwkfDs vkeNo dh ;bkj Bkb nkgDh fe;/ 

fpwkoh dk fJbkI eokT[Ad/ jB T[; ƒ ekƒBh BP/ fejk 

iKdk j?. fJ; d/ T[bN n|hw, v'v/, rKik, uo; nkfd 

BP/ i' fe r?o ekƒBh Yzr Bkb t/u/ iKd/ jB s/ fJBQK 

T[s/ ;oeko tb'A gkpzdh brkJh j'Jh j? s/ geV/ ikD s/ 

;\s ekotkJh j[zdh j?, fJBQK BfPnK ƒ r?o ekƒBh BP/ 

efjzd/ jB. fJj n;b ftu o;kfJfDe s~s j[zdk j? i' 

;kv/ ;oho *s/ ;ohoe, i?fte

 ** fBrokB d/P Grs :{Bhtof;Nh

ns/ wB'ftfrnkfBe n;o gkT[Adk j?.

g[oksB ;w/A ftu fJBQK dh tos'A EektN d{o eoB bJh 

ehsh iKdh ;h i' fe ;wK g?D s/ fJe c?PB pD frnk s/ 

fJ;/ c?PB d/ u~eo *u fJj fJe b~s pD rJh i' fe 

ni'e/ ;w/A ftu fJe fGnkBe o{g b? u[~eh j?.

;z:[es okPNo ;zx d/ nB[;koL- ;z:[es okPNo ;zx d/ 

G'iB ns/ dtkJh gqpzX d/ nB[;ko e'Jh th s~s i' 

;oekoh ckofw;NK iK vkeNoK tb'A fe;h fpwkoh dh 

iKu^goy, o'r^w[esh dh gqfefonk, fpwkoh dh 

rzGhosk, fJbki ns/ o'eEkw nkfd d/yd/ j'J/ wohI ƒ 

fd~sh iKdh j?. e'Jh s~s (G'iB ƒ S~v e/) ;kv/ ;oho 

dh feqnk szso ns/ ekoi szso dh pDktN ƒ gqGkfts 

eoB bJh nfijk ehsk iKdk j?.

BPky'ohL- fe;/ th dtkJh dh rbs tos'A eoBk jh 

BPky'oh j?. i/eo n;hA BPk y'oh dk Pkpfde noE 

d/yhJ/ sK fJj, r?o gqshpzfXs dtkJhnK dh brksko 

tos'A eoBk. ftPt f;js ;zrmB B/ fJ; ;zpzX ft~u 

fJjh gfoGkPk fd~sh j?, Pokp ns/ j'o ekƒB ;wki d/ 

fB:wK d/ fybk| dtkJhnK iK e'Jh fdwkrh o{g Bkb 

ukb{ s~s dk jkBhekoe iK i'yw Go/ tos'A Bkb 

;zpzfXs jB. fJ; d/ pj[s ;ko/ T[dkjoB ;kv/ ;kjwD/ 

jB fit/A f;ro/N ghDk, rKi/ dh tos'A eoBk, bPh; 

dh tos'A eoBk, jho'JhB ns/ e'ehB iK L.S.D 

Brown Sugar, w'ochB d/ fJzi?ePB y[d ƒ 

brkT[Dk, Pokp dh tos'A eoBk nkfd.

fJ; g/go ftu BPky'oh d/ ;ohoe fdqPNhe'D s/ 

wB'o'rh fdqPNhe'D dh rb ehsh rJh j?. ;G s'A 

gfjbk i/eo ;ohoe fdqPNhe'D dh rb ehsh ikt/ sK 

fijV/ s~s ;oho feqnk ftfrnkB d/ Bkb f;~X/ s/ 

nf;~X/ o{g Bkb ;zpzX o~yd/ jB, T[jBK ƒ ;oho feqnk 

ftfrnkBe fdqPNhe'D fejk iKdk j?. n;hA d/yd/ jK 

edh e'Jh ftnesh S'N/ e~d dk j[zdk j?, e'Jh finkdk 

jh bzp/ e~d dk j[zdk j?, e'Jh w'Nk j[zdk ns/ e'Jh gsbk 

j[zdk j?, e'Jh ;'jDk j[zdk j? go e'Jh fpbe[b ;'jDk 

BjhA j[zdk j? nkfd. fJBQK r~bK eoe/ T[j jo irQk 

wIke dk gkso pD iKdk j?. fJ; eoe/ eJh tko 

nfij/ ftnesh fJBQK sBkn ft~u ub/ iKd/ jB s/ 

sBkn s'A fBebD bJh T[j BP/ dk ;jkok b? b?Ad/ jB 

feT[Afe T[j BP/ ft~u ;[~y wkDd/ jB fi; eoe/ 

j"bh^j"bh fJj T[jBK dh nkds pD iKd/ jB. fJjBK 

s~EK ftu eJh tko nzdo{Bh nzrK d/ nftef;s j'D s/ 

T[jBK dh fsqgsk dh gqkgsh th fJ; dk fJe ekoB 

pDdh j?. efjD dk Gkt j? fe id'A e'Jh ftnesh 

wkBf;e o'rh pD iKdk j? s/ T[; s'A d{o G~iD bJh 

BfPnk dk ;jkok b?Adk j? ns/ j"bh-j"bh fJj BP/ T[;dh 

ewI'oh pD iKd/ jB. T[j ukj e/ th fJBQk s'A d{o BjhA 

ik ;edk j?. fJjBK dh g{osh bJh T[j i[ow dk 

;jkok b? b?Adk j?. p/Pe T[jBK ƒ gsk j? fe fJj T[jBK 
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ƒ ;ohoe s"o s/ popkd eo oj/ jB go id'A gkDh 

g[bK j/m'A bzx ikt/ sK pknd ft~u fJ;dk e'Jh jb 

BjhA j' gkT[Adk i' fe n~i ebQ T[jBK d/ ftu nksw 

j~fsnk dk ekoD pD oj/ jB. fJ; s'A fJbktk fJe 

j'o T[dkjoB fJj th fd~sh iKdh j? fe fIzwhAdko tor 

id'A wId{o tor s'A y/sK ft~u ezw eokT[Ad/ jB sK 

T[BQK s'A tX ezw eokT[D bJh T[j G[~eh, n|hw tor/ 

BP/ T[BQK ƒ d/ fdzd/ ;h ns/ Pkw ƒ Pokp dh p'sb d/ 

fdzd/ ;h. fJj gfjbK gfjb sK ;jh ;h gozs{ j"bh j"bh 

fJj T[jBK d/ j~vK ft~u fJ; soQK o~u iKd/ jB fe T[j 

ukj[zd/ j'J/ th fJ; s'A d{o BjhA ik gkT[Ad/.

BfPnK dk ;G s'A fInkdk gqGkt ;oho s/ g?Adk j?. 

BfPnK d/ wkBf;e fdqPNhe'D ft~u fejk iKdk j? fe 

e[dosh s"o s/ gkfJnk iKdk iK fJB;kBh j~EK dk 

pfDnk j'fJnk e'Jh th o;kfJDe gdkoE, fi; ƒ 

fJB;kB dh ;'uD-Pesh, w{v iK wkBf;e nt;Ek ƒ 

pdbD bJh tofsnk ik ;edk j?, ƒ BPk fejk iKdk 

j?. fijV/ s~E wB'dPk iK Bkb iK wB[~y dh fdwkrh 

jkbs Bkb iK T[;d/ wB'ftfrnkB Bkb ;zpzX o~yd/ jB 

T[jBK ƒ wB'ftfrnkfBe s~E fejk iKdk j?. p~funK 

s/ wB'ftfrnkfBe s"o s/ n;o t~X g?Adk j?. n~i ebQ 

d/ B"itkB dk e'Jh Bk e'Jh o'b wkvb j[zdk j? ns/ T[j 

T[BQK tork pDB bJh T[jBK dh Beb eoBk P[o{ eo 

fdzdk j? fi; eoe/ T[j BP/ eoBk P[o{ eo fojk j?. 

fJ; s'A fJbktk gfotko fGzB-fGzB j' oj/ jB. wkfgnK 

tb'A p~funK dh x~N d/y Gkb ns/ fBrokBh B?fse 

ns/ Xkofwe f;~fynk dh xkN, nEkfoNh gqsh Bcos 

;kEhnK dk dpkT[ nkfd Pkwb jB. i' B"itkBK ƒ 

BfPnk dh nk;ok b?D bJh T[e;kT[Ad/ jB. BPk 

T[jBK d/ sDkU ƒ xNkT[Adk j?. T[jBK dh T[dk;h ƒ d{o 

eodk j? Gkt/A gq;BzsK dk fJj ;wK pj[s jh E'VQkk j[zdk 

j?. fJ; s'A fJbktk fgnko ft~u n;ਫ਼bsk, N[~Nd/ 

;zpzX, gVQkJh ft~u n;cbsk, p/WIrkoh, GktBkswk 

d/ s'o s/ ewI'o j'Dk fJe ftnesh dh wkBf;esk s/ 

pj[s jh v{zxk gqGkt gkT[Ad/ jB. id'A n;hA fe;/ BP/VQh 

Bkb rb eohJ/ sK gsk ubdk j? fe e[M ftnesh 

nkgD/ fgsk d/ BeP/ edw s/ u~bD br iKdk j? s/ T[j 

p~uk n~r/ ub e/ nkgD/ ;kEhnK ƒ T[e;kT[Adk j?. 

eJh tko T[j nkgD/ ;kEhnK dk wike T[vkT[Ad/ jB i' 

T[jBK dk wkBf;esk ƒ gqGkfts eod/ jB. fi; eoe/ 

T[jBK ƒ BPk eoBk g? iKdk j?. i' pknd ft~u ub e/ 

T[jBK dh ewI'oh pD iKdk j?. fJj seohpB jo 

ftnesh d/ BP/ P[o{ eoB dk ekoB j?. P'Pb whfvnk 

fJ; ft~u pj[s finkdk j~d se Pkfwb j?. P'Pb 

whfvnk s/ n~i e[M BfPnK dk fJBQK gquko eo oj/ 

jB i' fe :[tk B"itkB ghVQh ƒ gqGkfts eo fojk j?. 

T[dkjoB ti'A szpke{ dh wPj{oh ft~u ;k| s"o s/ fejk 

iKdk j? fe fJ; Bkb rb/ dk e?A;o j[zdk j? go ;oeko 

fJ; ƒ BjhA o'e ojh ns/ fteoh bJh ezgBh fe;/ jho' 

iK jho'JhB ƒ n?efNzr bJh b? b?Ad/ jB. fJj ;ko/ s~E 

wkBf;e fdqPNhe'D nzsors nkT[Ad/ jB i' fe 

BPky'oh ƒ tXk oj/ jB.

nzs ft~u fejk ik ;edk j? fe BPk y'oh fJe nfijh 

dbdb torh j? i' fe d/yD ft~u pj[s ;'jDh Mhb j? 

ns/ fi; t~b n~i e~b d/ B"itkB tor pj[s 

nkeoPs j' oj/ jB. T[jBK ƒ sK pknd ft~u gsk 

ubdk j? fe fJj fJe nfijh ysoBke dbdb j? fi; 

d/ u[zrb ft~u T[j B"itkB fJ; edo c; u[~fenk j? 

fi; ft~u'A fBebDk n"yk j? go fBeb ;eDk ;zGt j?. 

;oeko p/Pe fJ; ƒ ysw eoB bJh pj[s :sB eo 

ojh j? gozs{ T[j T[d'A se ekw:kp BjhA j' ;edh id'A 

se BP/ eoB tkbk ftnesh nkgD/ ft~u BPk S~vD 

dh gqftosh BjhA b? e/ nkT[Adk. fJ; d/ wkBf;e s/ 

;ohoe fdqPNhe'D fJe d{i/ Bkb pj[s jd se i[V/ j'J/ 

jB. wkBf;e o'rh nkgD/ d[~yK s'A S[Nekok gkT[D bJh 

BP/ dk ;jkok b?Adk j? sK i' j"bh^j"bh ik e/ T[;d/ 

;ohoe g~y ƒ fJ; soQK gqGkfts eodh j? fe T[j fJ; 

ftu'A nkBzd dh gqkgsh eo b?Adk j?. fJ; fGnkBe 

phwkoh s'A ;wki ƒ w[es eoB bJh gfotko, ;e{b, 

whvhnk, ekƒB ns/ BPk w[esh e/AdoK ƒ fwb e/ ezw 

eoBk g?Dk j? sK jh fJj ਸਮੱਿਸਆ ysw j' gkt/rh:

                             BPk w[es gzikp j't/.

                       fyfVnk fit/A c[~b r[bkp 

j't/.

 poesK j'D jo xo ft~u

 XhnK \[P s/ g[~s Btkp j'D.

 ;jkfJe g[;se ;{uh

Ÿ nfw~s fw~so, BP/ S~vD d/ Yzr, soe Gkosh 

gqekPB, poBkbkH

Ÿ nkoHn?;H;?Dh (vkH) phwko e"D u/sBk gqekPB, 

b[fXnkDkH

Ÿ r[ogqhs f;zx s{o, iht/^itkBh, u/sBk gqekPB, 

b[fXnkDkH

Ÿ i;tzs f;zx(vkH) BPhbhnK dtkJhnK(;{M b/ye 

nfBb nrotkb), B?PBb p[Ze

Ÿ No;N fJzvhnk, fd~bhH

Ÿ w'jB Powk, BPky'oh^fuzsk,fuzsB ns/ u/sBsk, 

wjkB fgqzNoi, ;zro{oH

Ÿ oDihs M[Bho, BP/ fet/A S~vhJ/, soe Gkosh 

gqekPB, poBkbkH

Ÿ okiht PowK (vkH) BP/, ;w~f;nk,gqpzXe ns/ 

o'eEkw, nkoHvh gpbhe/PB ibzXo.       
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vkH doPB f;xz  nkPN dhnK pkb^ejkDhnK dk ebk gyZ                                                

*ewbihs eo"  *            

vkH Xofwdz o f;xz  **

*nf;;NA?N g|'q ;? o, n;? HvhH efz Bnk wjK ftFZ fdnkb:, wkB;k

**fBrokB, dP/  Grs :B{ htof;Nh

  

vkH doPB f;xz  nkPN B/ pkb ;fjs d/ ys/ o ftuZ  nkgDhnK nBe/ K pkb ejkDhnK Bkb pjs[  tvZ k :r' dkB gkfJnk j? ns/ n~i seZ  fBosz o 

ikoh j.?  T;[  B/ jo ejkDh d/ ftP/ ƒ pkbgB d/ gXZ o nB;[ ko Ykb e/ pfZ unK d/ ew' b wB dk jkDh pDkfJnk j.?  pkb ejkDh d/ ys/ o ftuZ  T;[  

dk tvZ k Bkw j? feTA[fe pkb ;kfjs ndz o fBeZ hnK ejkDhnK dk guq bD ekch j' fojk j.?  nkXf[ Be ;wA/ dh GiZ  dV"  tkbh fIdz rh ndz o Gko/ s/ 

bwz o/ / ;kfjs og{  wByZ[  sA'  do{  j' oj/ jB. giz kph pkb ejkDhnK dh f;oiDk eoe/ T;[  B/ nkTD[  tkbhnK ghVhnK ƒ ;kfjs d/ jkD dk pDkTD[  dk 

;cb :sB ehsk j[?

ftP/ d/ gyZ  sA'  T;[  dhnK pkb ejkDhnK dk ;G[ kn iK gfq eosh pjG-[ Ksh j[ ? T;[  dhnK pkb ejkDhnK ftuZ  ;wkfie, okiBhse, ;fZ Gnkukoe ns/ 

fttjkfoe g;q fEshnK ƒ ejkDh d/ ftfPnK tiA' gP/  ehsk frnk j.?  T;[  d/ pkb ;kfjs d/ ftfPnK ftuZ  fe;/ fe;w d/ dt? h gksoK iK ed[ osh 

uwsekoK ƒ nkgD/ ;kfjs d/ ftP/ BjhA pDkfJnk ;rA' TB[ K d/ ftfPnK ftuZ  Bf? se edoK ehwsK, urz hnK nkdsK ns/ ftfrnkBe ;u'  tkb/ 

ftfPnK ƒ ouBktK dk nkXko pDkfJnk frnk j.//?  T;[  d/ pkb ;kfjs ftuZ  iht isz n{ K, Gf" se ftfrnkB, gb[ kV ftfrnkB, f;fZ ynk ;;z ko, 

Td[ :f' re ftfrnkB ns/ seBkbi' h nkfd ys/ oK ƒ ftPk t;s{ pDkfJnk sK i' niZ  dk pkb gkme wfji ekbgfBe ;;z ko ftuZ  jh rn[ ku e/ BK 

ofj ikt/ ;rA' fIdz rh d/ ;uZ  ƒ BV/ / sA'  ;wM ;e./  
fJ; bJh pZfuU xwzv eoBk pj[s G?Vh uhI j? ;kƒ 

ed/ th xwzv BjhA eoBk ukjhdk.1 pkb ejkDh nzdo 

eEkBe ohV dh jZvh ti'A G{fwek fBGkT[Adk j?.

 eEkBe T[j BhAj j[zdh j? fi; s/ ;w[Zuh ejkDh dk 

wfjb T[;odk j?. eEkBe dh u'D fttjkoe ihtB 

dhnK em'o ;ZukJhnK ftZu'A j[zdh j?. eEkBe ftZu 

nkozG, ftek; ns/ nzs fJ; d/ r"D sZsK ti'A ftuod/ 

jB. pkb ejkDhnK feT[Afe pZfunK d/ gZXo ƒ w[Zy oZy 

e/ fbyhnK ikdhnK jB fJ; bJh iht-izs{nK, wkBth 

;wki, pB;gsh ns/ ;w[zdoK, gjkVK Bkb ;pzXs 

;wZroh jh pkb ejkDhnK dk nkXko pDdh j?.

eEkBe pkb ejkDh dh fizd ikB j[zdh j?. ejkDh 

nzdo tX/o/ wjZst eEkBe dk jh j[zdk j?. pkb ejkDh 

d/ eEkBe dh j'Ad ;kfjse ejkDh Bkb'A tZyoh ns/ 

wip{s j[zdh j?. eEkBe ejkDh dk T[j sZs j? fi; 

okjhA ejkDheko nkgD/ wB d/ Gkt pkb wBk nZr/ g/P 

eodk j?. eEkBe pko/ fejk ik ;edk j? fe fJj 

fJ;soh dk g/N j? fi; s'A fpBK e'Jh uzr/oh ns/ 

wip{s pkb ejkDh g?dk BjhA j' ;edh. 

doPB f;zx nkPN d/ ejkDh ;zrqfj 'pkrK tkbk fgzzv,' 

'T[Zv rJh fssbh,' 'PkpkP XhJ/' ns/ 'x[Zrh w[V nkJh' 

nkfd eEkBe d/ gZy s'A ;wkfie ns/ o'IkBk eko-

ftjko d/ ftfPnK dh rtkjh God/ jB. fJjBK ejkDh 

;zrqfjnK ftubhnK ejkDhnK w[be', spdhbh, eZuh 

v'o ns/ wB dh y[Ph nkfd eEkBe gZy s'A T[Zsw doi/ 

dhnK ejkDhnK ftZu'A P[wko jB. b/ye B/ pkb wBK dh 

gos ƒ ;wMfdnK ejkDh d/ eEkBe dh u'D ehsh j?. 

jo ejkDh d/ eEkBe ftZu pZfunK bJh ;pe, 

T[s;[esk s/ ;zd/P Pkfwb jB. 

pkb ejkDh ftZu eEkBe ƒ nkfd s'A b? e/ nzs sZe 

w"i{d ofjD tkbk sZs fejk iKdk j?. ejkDh dk ftPk 

fJ; Bkb jh ;zg{oB Gkt ftZu'A gorN j[zdk j?. ejkDh 

dh ;cbsk eEkBe T[Zgo jh fBoGo eodh j?. 

eEkBe ftZu e'Jh BK e'Jh T[d/P, ;[B/jk iK nkdoP 

S[fgnk j[zdk j?. pkb ejkDh b/ye fJ; dk skDk-pkDk 

pVh ;{M p{M Bkb fBoXkos eodk j? sK i' pkb gkmeK 

dh T[s;[esk ns/ Wuh pDh oj/. gksoK dk 

wkBtheoB ;zrfms fposKs ns/ ekbgfBesk d/ r[D 

eEkBe ƒ BthBsk s/ ;zihtsk gqdkB eod/ jBL

fJe fdB fjoB o'I dh soQK fJeZbk izrb dh joh ns/ 

Bow Bow xkj uo fojk ;h. nukBe jh T[; B/ 

t/fynk fe fJZe pfxnkV T[; tZb s/Ih Bkb GZfink 

nk fojk j?. gfjbK sK fjoB B/ ;wfMnk fe T[j 

T[;dk d';s j? go id'A T[j T[; 's/ nk e/ p[oh soQK N[ZN 

fgnk sK fjoB ƒ jZEK g?oK dh g? rJh. pVh w[Pfeb 

Bkb T[; B/ pfxnkV s'A nkgDk nkg S[vkfJnk s/ ikB 

pukT[D bJh g{oh tkj bkT[D bZrk pfxnkV th T[;d/ 

fgZS/ s/Ih Bkb d"fVnk.2          

pkb ejkDhnK nzdo gkso T[;koh dk nkgDk wjZst 

j?[ pkb ejkDhnK ftZu fiZE/ fJZe gk;/ fiT[Ad/ ikrd/, 

;wki 'u ftuod/ iht-izs{, g/V g"d/, ;w[zdo gjkV 

nkfd gkso ti'A ftuod/ jB T[ZE/ gok;ohoe gkso th 

ekbgfBesk d/ sZs ƒ gqrNkT[D bJh tos/ iKd/ 

jB.fJZe pkb ejkDheko bJh gkso T[;koh dk ekoi 

fiZE/ n"yk j? T[~E/ tX/o/ ;ktXkBh dh wzr th eodk j?. 

doPB f;zx nkPN dh ejkDh ';pe' d/ gkso wId{o 

nkw ;wki ftZu'A bJ/ rJ/ jB[ fJj ejkDh g/Av{ ;wki 

ftub/ ;XkoB wId{oK ns/ fIwhdkoK d/ nkg;h 

foPfsnK dh soIwkBh eod/ BIo nkT[Ad/ jB. 

ejkDheko B/ nfij/ gksoK dh u'D ehsh j? i' ;wki d/ 
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fiT[Ad/ ikrd/ s/ ;[Gkfte gkso jB. wId{o tor dh 

nBgVQsk ns/ ;kdrh ƒ ejkDheko B/ gkso d/ ;[Gkn 

ti'A g/P ehsk j?L

 “ih, w?ƒ wBI{o n? ih Bt/A nkdwh B/ G'bk 

fijk pDe/ itkp fdZsk.3

ejkDheko gksoK dh u'D eofdnK gksoK d/ ;[Gkn ƒ 

th fusodk j?. T[; dh ejkDh dk fJj jkf;b j? fe 

T[j gksoK dh T[wo ns/ wkBf;esk d/ ;zs[bB ƒ 

poeoko oZydk j?[ ejkDh 'p[ZXhwkB' ftZu gkso i' fe 

nkgD/ nkg ƒ p[ZXhwkB nytkT[Adk j? d/ ;[Gkn ƒ 

doPB f;zx nkPN B/ us[o ubke s/ jkIo itkp 

gkso ti'A T[Gkfonk j?L-

“T[J/ ewkb eod?A s{z thA fiT[A fiT[A fJj tZvk j[zdk 

ikT{, fsT[A fsT[A fJjd/ ;[zv th nkT[Adh ikT{[" p[ZXhwkB B/ 

T[~so fdZsk.4  

ejkDheko doPB f;zx nkPN dhnK ejkDhnK dh 

gqw[Zy ftP/Psk fJj j? fe T[j pZfunK d/ wkBf;e gZXo 

ns/ G'b/gB ƒ w[Zy oZyfdnK iB"o s/ e[dosh gksoK ƒ 

nkgDhnK ejkDhnK ftZu g/P eodk j?. fJ; s'A th 

tX/o/ ebk dk Bw{Bk T[j fJjBK iht-izs{nK d/ 

wkBtheoB okjhA fdzdk j?. wkBtheoB fJZe nfijh 

i[rs j? fi; okjhA b/ye fe;/ fBoiht iK e[dosh 

gksoK ƒ nkw wB[Zy tKr p'bdk s/ wfj;{; eodk 

ftykT[Adk j?.

ejkDh 'to fe ;okg* ftZu ejkDheko B/ d/ts/ ns/ 

w'oK d/ gkso T[bhe/ jB. fJj gkso nkw wB[Zyh 

ihtB dh soQK ftuod/ BIo nkT[Ad/ jB. T[j w'oK d/ 

w{zj'A nkgDh rZb nytkT[Adk j?L

rZb sK fpbe[b mhe j?[ fJ; soQK sK b'eK B/ ;'B/ dhnK 

ebrhnK bkj[D bJh ;kvh e[Zb dk BkP eo d/Dk j?. 

fizBh S/sh j' ;e/ T[;/ d/ts/ e'b uZbhJ/ eJh w'oK B/ 

fejk.5 

ejkDh 'nkb; ftZu th ejkDheko wkBtheoB ftXh dh 

tos'A eofdnK w[or/, w[orh s/ T[BQK d/ u{funK dh 

wB'dPk ƒ pkb gkmeK d/ nZr/ g/P eodk j?L

“Gok ekb{@ s{z mhe efjzdk ;h. nkb; pj[s wkVh 

uhI j[zdh n?. nZi w?A nkb; eoe/ jh fJZE/ wo ikDk 

;h. j[D w?A ;wM frnk jK fe fJj sK pj[s wkVh uhI 

n?. w?A s/o/ Bkb tkndk eodk jK fe w?A th dkDk u[rD 

ikfJnk eoKrk Bhb{ dhnK nZyK ftZu jzM{ nk rJ/.6

gq'V ekjDhnK d/ w[ekpb/ pkb ejkDhnK nzdo 

tkosbkg iK ;ztkd f;oifdnK b/ye ƒ tX/o/ u[ezBk 

ofjDk g?Adk j?. pkb ejkDhnK d/ gkme e'wb wB, 

G'b/ s/ ;Zuh wkBf;esk tkb/ S'N/ pkbe j[zd/ jB. T[jBK 

dh GkPk dk gZXo T[BK ftef;s BjhA j'fJnk j[zdk j? 

fizBk fe fJZe gq'V gkme dk fJ; bJh pkb ejkDh d/ 

tkoskbkg f;oifdnK fJ; ƒ ;kXkoB gZXo s/ ;ob, 

;zy/g ns/ ;tkdb/ tkoskbkg dh tos'A ehsh iKdh j?L 

 u"ehdko B/ g[ZfSnk, “;wM frnk pZu{[ xo'A 

d"V e/ nkfJn? BK” 

 r'gkb B/ 'jK ftZu f;o fjbk fdZsk. 

 “feT[A @ u"ehdko B/ g[ZfSnk.

r'gkb efjD bZrk, “w?ƒ Gkgk wkod?. w?A T[BQK ƒ szr 

gq/PkB eoB bJh xo'A d"V e/ nkfJnK “u"ehdko B/ 

g[ZfSnk,@ e'Jh rbsh eodk j'J/Ark@.7 

 “XzBtkd BkBh ih pj[s tXhnk ejkDh ;h. 

;ko/ pZu/ fJZe' nktkI ftZu p'b/.

 ;'Bk B/ MNgN fejk, T[J/ fJZe rZb sK ofj jh 

rJh@

 “T[j fejVh@ fgzeh B/ g[ZfSnk.

 “w?A P[o{ ftZu fejk ;h Bk nzs ftZu fJ; ejkDh 

dk BK ;'u e/ dZ;Krh@ ;'Bk B/ fejk.

 “sK fco dZ;?@ fgzeh B/ fco g[ZfSnk.

 “fJ; ejkDh dk BK 'p[Zeb dk ;Zg' j'Dk ukjhd?[@ 

;'Bk B/ fejk.

 “tkj tkj@ fJZe dw mhe wzsoh p[Zeb dk ;Zg 

jh sK ;h fi; B/ nkgD/ jh oki/ ƒ nfeqsxD Bkb 

vzrD dh e'fPP ehsh ;h@ oki{ B/ fejk.8

 “d/y' pJh, j[D vZv{ th gVQB bJh ;e{b 

nkfJnk eoBr/. fJj gfjbk ;N{v?AN j? wsbp ;kvk 

iwksh.T[J/ d/y' fet/A Ng{;hnK wkodk ik foj/ brd/ 

gfjb/ fdB jh nkgDk p?r xo G[Zb nkfJnk. p?r b?D 

ik foj?A@.9  

GkPk wB[Zy dk ewkfJnk j'fJnk ;owkfJnk j?. GkPk 

fij/ ;kXB eoe/ wB[Zy nkgD/ ;zuko ftZu gqthBsk b? 

nkT[Adk j?. ;kfjs d/ y/so ftZu GkPk dk wjZst tX/o/ 

j?. GkPk jh T[j ;kXB pDdh j? fi; okjhA b/ye 

nkgD/ GktK ƒ PpdK dh g[Pke gfjBk e/ gkmeK d/ 

;Bw[Zy eodk j?. fe;/ ;kfjs ouBK dh jowB 

fgnkosk GkPk dh u'D ns/ GkPk d/ gZXo s/ th fBoGo 

eodh j?. ;kfjse GkPk s/ nkw GkPk ftZu nzso 

ne;o t/yD ƒ fwbdk j?. GkPk dh u'D eofdnK 

b/ye ;ob, ;gPN w[jkto/dko GkPk dh tos'A eodk 

j?. fJZe uzrk s/ gqthB b/ye nfijh Ppd u'D eodk 

j? fizBK dk gkme tor Bkb fBZsk gqsh tkj g?Adk j't/.

doPB f;zx nkPN dh fJj y{ph j? fe T[j ;w[Zu/ pkb 

;kfjs nzdo ftP/, GkPk, Ppdktbh ns/ P?bh dh u'D 

eofdnK pkb T[wo s/ wkBf;esk ƒ nkgD/ w;se d/ 

e/Ado fpzd{ ftZu oZydk j?. T[; B/ nkgDhnk pkb-

ejkDhnK ftZu T[; iB ;XkoB s/ ekoftjkoe GkPk 

dh tos'A ehsh j? i' fe pkb gkmeK d/ fjod/ s/ e'wb 

Gkt SZvdh j'Jh T[jBK d/ X[o nzdo sZe nZgVdh j?. 

GkPk dh u'D dk w;bk pj[s nfjw j[zdk j?. i/eo 

GkPk ƒ iB ;XkoB gZXo dh pDk e/ g/P ehsk ikt/ sK 

Page 14Prabodh, Vol.-05, 2020



Prabodh : International Journal of Languages and Social Sciences
(A Peer-Reviewed Yearly Journal) ISSN: 2349-0179

;fji/ jh ;kfjse ouBk jowB fgnkoh th j't/rh.

vkH doPB f;zx nkPN nkgDhnK ejkDhnK d/ fpjso 

;zuko bJh obthA fwbthA GkPk dk gq:'r eodk j?. 

T[; dhnK ejkDhnK d/ gkme G'b/^Gkb/ pZu/ jB. T[j 

BkBk-BkBh, dkdk-dkdh, G?D-Gok, w'N/-gsb/, u[;s-;[;s, 

fwjBsh, nkb;h, uzB, ;{oi, sko/, pZdb, fssbh, 

yor'P, vZv{, ;Zg nkfd PpdK dh tos'A eoe/ pkb 

gkmeK ƒ T[jBK d/ nkb/ d[nkb/ Bkb jh i'Vdk j?. 

fes/ fes/ Io{os nB[;ko T[; B/ nzro/Ih Ppdktbh 

dh tos'A th ejkDh d/ eEkBe nB[;ko ehsh j? go 

fJj nzro/Ih Ppdktbh tX/o/ ifNb BjhA ;r'A pZfunK 

d/ T[; gZXo dh j? i' pZfunK d/ f;ZyD f;ykT[D dk 

;kXB pD ;e/ T[dkjoD d/ s"o s/ n?e;gq?; Nq/B, 

u?~Zeng, ;N{v?AN, p?r, gbhI nkfd nzro/Ih d/ Ppd 

T[; dhnK ejkDhnK ftZu tos/ rJ/ jB.

fJ; s'A fJbktk T[; dh ebk dk fJZe gZy fJj th j? fe 

T[j w[jkto/ ns/ nykDK dk ;jkok b? e/ pkb gkmeK d/ 

wB ftZu d;se fdzdk j?L

“w?A j[D/ nkfJnk, s{z p?mhA IokHHH@ fJj efj eK B/ 

T[vkoh wkoh s/ MZN pZu/ d/ jZE'A o'Nh dk N[eVk y'j e/ 

fco e'fJb e'b nk frnk.

“d/yh Bk w/oh pjkdohHHH@ fet/A w?A pzd/ d/ jZEK s/ th 

;o'QA iwQk fdzdk jKHHH@ n"j t/y fet/A o' fojk n? j[D T[j 

pZukHHH“eK B/ pZu/ e'b'A y'j e/ o'Nh dk N[eVk nkgD/ 

gzfinK 'u dpkT[AfdnK fejk.10                                      

T[; dhnK pkb ejkDhnK ftZu tk;sfte ozrs d/D 

tkbh ;fEsh g?dk ehsh rJh j?[ T[; dhnK fdbu;g 

ejkDhnK gVQdk j'fJnk pkb gkme nkBzds wfj;{; 

eodk j?. T[; dhnK pkb ejkDhnK d/ ftP/ BthBsk, 

o"uesk, w"fbesk, BkNehgD ns/ ebksfwesk tor/ 

r[DK Bkb Gog{o jB. E-g[o-EK w[jktfonK ns/ ny"sK 

dh tos'A th ehsh rJh j?. T[; B/ pkb ejkDhnK d/ 

tkoskbkg s/ gksoK dh T[;koh pkb gkmeK d/ wkBf;e 

gZXo ƒ w[Zy oZy e/ f;oih j? fi; Bkb pkb gkmeK dh 

ejkDh ftZu T[s;[esk ns/ Wuh fBozso pDh ofjzdh 

j?. T[; dhnK pkb ejkDhnK dh GkPk ;ob ns/ 

;gZPN j? i' fe pkb gkmeK ƒ nkgD/ Bkb i'VB dh 

;woZEk oZydh j?. T[; dhnK pkb ejkDhnK ftZu fe;/ 

fe;w dk p/b'Vk ns/ ckbs{ toDB BjhA fwbdk. 

jtkb/ s/ fNZgDhnK

Ÿ doPB f;zx nkPN, uzrhnK nkdsK (pkb 

ejkDhnK) GkPk ftGkr gzikp, 1989, gzBk BzH 27

Ÿ T[jh, ';[ohbh pz;oh' (pkb ejkDhnK), gzikph pkb 

;kfjs nekdwh nzfwqs;o, 1990, gzBk BzH 14

Ÿ T[jh, 'pkrK tkbk fgzv' (pkb ejkDhnK), gzikph 

nekdwh fdZbh, 1991, gzBk BzH 7 

Ÿ T[jh, gzBk BzH 26 

Ÿ T[jh, gzBk BzH 13

Ÿ T[jh, gzBk BzH 23

Ÿ T[jh, x[Zrh w[V nkJh (pkb ejkDhnK), bkj"o 

p[Ze; b[fXnkDk, 2012, gzBK BzH 13

Ÿ T[jh, gzBk BzH 27

Ÿ T[jh, 'T[~v rJh fssbh' (pkb ejkDhnK), bkj"o 

p[Ze; b[fXnkDk, 2012, gzBK BzH 53

Ÿ  T[jh, 'to fe ;okg' (ejkDhnK), oxtho ouBk gqH 

uzvhrVQ, 1995, gzBk BzH 45    
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fgUnh lkfgR;fs rgkl ea s dchj                                              

Mk-W  vt;iky fla ga
lgk;d vkpk;Z ¼fgUnh½] n's k Hkxr fo'ofo|ky;] eMa h xkfs cUnx<] ita kc  

 
 

dchj dh tUefrfFk vkt Hkh fooknkLin gAS  vyx & vyx fo}kuka s us mudh tUefrfFk dk vk/kkj vyx & vyx rF;ka s dks ekuk gAS  dchj ds tUe ds lca /a k ea s dchj & ifa Fk;ka s ea s ,d nkgs k çpfyr gS & 

dchj dh tUefrfFk vkt Hkh fooknkLin gSA vyx & vyx 
fo}kuksa us mudh tUefrfFk dk vk/kkj vyx & vyx rF;ksa dks 
ekuk gSA dchj ds tUe ds laca/k esa dchj & iafFk;ksa esa ,d nksgk 
çpfyr gS & 

pkSng lkS ipiu lky x,] pUæokj ,d BkB B,A 
tsB lqnh cjlkr dks iwjueklh frfFk çxV Hk,AA 
?ku xjts nkfefu neds cw¡n cj"ks >j ykx x,A 
ygj rkykc esa dey f[kys rg¡ dchj Hkkuq çxV Hk,A

;g nksgk dchjnkl th ds ç/kku /keZnklth dk fy[kk gqvk dgk 
tkrk gSA blds vuqlkj dchj lkgc dk tUe ¼laor½ 1455 ds 
T;s"B lqnh iwf.kZek lkseokj dks gqvk FkkA ckcw ';ke lqanjnkl us 
^lky x,* ds vk/kkj ij laor~ 1456 ekuk gSA 
dchj ds thou dky dk fu/kkZj.k djus ds fy, vf/kdka”k fo}kuksa 
us lkekU;r% muds ej.k dks vk/kkj cuk;k gSA dchj ds tUe dks 
ysdj vusd çek.kksa dks ,df=r dj fu"d"kZ fudkyus ds ç;Ru 
fd, tk jgs gSaA fo}kuksa esa bu ij erSD; ugha gSA 
dchj dk mYys[k vdcj ds ledkyhu dfo vcqy Qty us 
vius xzaFk ̂vkbus vdcjh* esa fd;k gSA ;g xzaFk vdcj ds 48 osa 
jkT;dky esa lu~ 1598 esa fy[kk x;k FkkA vcqy Qty us xzaFk esa 
dchj dk nks ckj mYys[k fd;k gSA çFke mYys[k esa dchj dks 
eqtkfgn ¼,d'ojoknh½ dgk gS rFkk nwljh ckj ,d'ojoknh dchj 
}kjk ̂ iqjh* esa foJke ysus ¼e`R;q½ dk mYys[k fd;k x;k gSA vcqy 
Qty usa fy[kk gS] Þ,ds'ojoknhß dchj ftlus ̂ bZ'oj ,drk* dk 
çfriknu fd;k] ;gk¡ nQu fd;k x;k gSA mlds fy, LoxZ dk }kj 
[kqyk vkSj og vius le; ds Loh—r /kkfeZd fl)kUrksa dk fojks/k 
djrk jgkAß2 
lar dchj ds fu/ku ds lEcU/k esa Hkh dqN iafä;ksa dk mYys[k 
feyrk gS &
 
Þlaor~ iUæg lkS fiPNÙkjk] fd;k exgj dks xeuA 
Ekk?k lqnh ,dkn'kh] jsyks iou esa iouAAß 
ÞiUæg lkS mupkl esa] exgj dhUgksa xkSuA 
vxgu lqnh ,dkn'kh] feY;ks ikSu esa ikSuAAß 

bu lHkh rF;ksa dks /;ku esa j[kdj dchj dk fu/ku laor~ 1575 
Lohdkj djrs gSaA dchj dh vk;q ds laca/k esa ,d fo}ku us dgk 
fd] ̂QDdM+] eLrh rFkk ek;k & eksg ls nwj jgdj dksbZ Hkh O;fDr 

bl vk;q dks çkIr dj ldrk gSA*3 
dchj ds tUe & LFky] ekrk & firk rFkk thouo`r ds fo"k; esa 
fo}ku ,d er ugha gSaA dchj dk tUe & LFky dk'kh ekuk x;k 
gSA dchj us exgj esa vius çk.k R;kxsA 

Þtks dk'kh ru rts dchjk rks jkefg dgk fugksjk jsA
dchj ds laca/k esa mYys[k gS fd Þmudh e`R;q ds i'pkr~ muds e`r 
'kjhj ds LFkku ij Qwy feys ftls fgUnw & eqfLye /keZ ds yksxksa us 
ck¡V fy, rFkk viuh & viuh fof/k ls fuokZg fd;kAß4 

dchj uke dh O;k[;k & 
Þcks/kkuUn dh laL—r Vhdkß5 esa dchj ds uke dh O;k[;k dh xbZ 
gS & 
^dq ¾ vk/kkj] bjk & ok.kh] ¾ ¼dchj½ 
d ¾ osn vkSj dSoY;ksifu"kn~] cks ¾ foKku] j ¾ og] fu ¾ cht 
¾ dchj 
fofHkUu O;k[;kdkjksa us dchj uke ds i;kZ;okph crk;s gSa] ̂ czã] 
Jqfr] thoUeqDr] 'kkL=] eqeq{kq] Kkuh vkfnA 
dchj dh tkfr & 
dchj dk ykyu & ikyu ,oa iks"k.k tqykgk ifjokj rFkk ifjo'k 
esa gqvk FkkA vkpk;Z gtkjhçlkn th f}osnh us vius xzaFk ̂ dchj* 
dh çLrkouk esa ^tqykgk* 'kCn rFkk tkfr dh mRifÙk dk fo'kn~ 
foospu fd;k gSA dchj us Lo;a dks dbZ ckj ^tqykgk* dgk gSA 
;Fkk & 
Þtkfr tqykgk efr dkS /khjA 
gjf"k & gjf"k xqu jeS dchjAAß 
fofHkUu 'kks/kksa ls ;g ik;k x;k fd dchj dksjh tqykgk tkfr ds 
FksA ;g ,d gh tkfr FkhA ckn esa cgqla[;k esa dksjh & tqykgk 
dchj iUFkh cu x;s FksA 
dchj tqykgk tkfr ds Fks vr% jkekuUn us bUgsa f'k"; cukuk 
vLohdkj dj fn;kA dchj us jke uke ea= vaxhdkj dj jkekuan 
dks viuk xq: cuk fy;k o Lo;a dks jkekuUn dk f'k"; ?kksf"kr 
dj fn;kA fo}kuksa dk ,d ny & ;Fkk & MkW- vkj- ih- f=ikBh 
rFkk MkW- eksgu flag] cSLdV vkfn jkekuUn dks dchj dk xq: 
Lohdkj ugha djrs gSaA MkW- eksgu flag dk er gS fd] ÞdksbZ 
ykSfdd O;fDr dchj dk xq: ugha gks ldrkAß7 
dchj us viuh ok.kh esa xq: egRo crk;k gS & 
Þuk xq: feY;k u f'k"k Hk;k] ykyp [ksyk MkoA 
nwU;w cwM+s /kkj esa] pf<+ ikFkj dh ukoAAß 
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dchj ok.kh rFkk dchj dk jke uke ds çfr eksg o tuJqfr Hkh 
Lokeh jkekuan dks mudk xq: LFkkfir djrs gSa& 
Þge frldk cgq tkfuvk HkmA 
Tkc gq, —iky] feys xq: nsmAA 
dgq dchj ge ,sls y[kuA 
/kuq xq:nso vfr:i fop[kuAAß
 
dchj dh jpuk,¡ & 
dchj ok.kh ij çkphure xzaFk ^chtd* gSA bldk çdk'ku lu~ 
1868 esa gqvkA dchj dh jpukvksa dks lk[kh] 'kcn o jeSuh esa 
mYyf[kr fd;k tkrk gSA dchj dh jpukvksa esa fo'ks"kr% mudh 
Hkk"kk ds laca/k esa fofHkUu fo}kuksa us fu"d"kZ fn, gSaA Þdchj 
lkfgR; ds çlax esa ys[kd }kjk Lokeh cks/kkuUn —r foKku & 
chtd esa ladfyr lk[kh rFkk olUr] pkpjh] fgaMksyk] fojgqyh 
:Ik y?kq—fr;ksa dk laxzg laL—r O;k[;k dk leq)kj.k fgUnh O;k[;k 
lfgr fd;k x;k gSA budk çdk'ku rhu xzaFkksa esa fd;k x;k gSAß8 
v;ks/;k flag mik/;k; gfjvkS/k us dchj Hkk"kk ij fy[kk gS & 
Þdchj lkgc ds xzaFkksa dk vknj dfork n`f"V ls ugha] fopkj n`f"V 
ls gSA dgha & dgha mudh Hkk"kk esa dqN xaok:iu vk tkrk gSAß9 
dchj ds lkfgR; dh Hkk"kk ds laca/k esa loZFkk l'kDr er MkW- 
gtkjh çlkn f}osnh dk gS] ÞHkk"kk ij dchj dk tcnZLr vf/kdkj 
FkkA os ok.kh ds fMDVsVj FksA ftl ckr dks mUgksaus ftl :i esa 
çdV djuk pkgk gS mlh :i esa Hkk"kk ls dgyok fy;k gS] cu 
x;k gS rks lh/ks & lkns ugh arks njsjk nsdjA Hkk"kk dqN dchj ds 
lkeus ykpkj & lh utj vkrh gSA muesa ekuksa ,slh fgEer gh 
ugha fd bl ykijokg QDdM+ dh fdlh Qjekb'k dks ukgha dj 
ldsAß10 
dchj dh Hkk"kk esa vyx & vyx Hkk"kkvksa ds 'kCn feyrs gSaA os 
,d ?kqeUrw lar FksA mudh Hkk"kk f[kpM+h gSA vkpk;Z jkepUæ 'kqDy 
us dgk gS fd] Þdchj lkfgR; esa lkf[k;k¡ [kM+h cksyh rFkk in 
jeSuh esa vo/kh rFkk cztHkk"kk dk ç;ksx gqvk gSAß11 
^^lar lkfgR;** esa dchj dk LFkku 
lar lkfgR; esa dchj dk egRoiw.kZ LFkku gSA dchj dh lksp 
iw.kZr% Lora= o fujis{kh FkhA dchj us lHkh /keksZ rFkk leqnk;ksa dh 
/kkj.kkvksa ls voxr gksdj ogh dgk tks mudh fopkj/kkjk dh 
dlkSVh ij [kjk mrjk FkkA dchj us iwoZofrZ;ksa dh fopkj/kkjk 
vkSj dky ijEijk ls Lo;a dks vkc) u dj loZFkk uohu o 
ekSfyd fopkj fn,A dchj vui<+ Fks ijUrq dchj ds dkO; esa 
jgL;kRed 'kSyh fn[kkbZ iM+rh gSA 
dchj us lar Kku'oj ds jgL;oknh Kku ds vuqlkj gh cksyus 
rFkk ugha cksyus dh e/; fLFkfr ls mUe; voLFkk çkIr dj 
jgL;okn dk vuqxeu fd;k FkkA dchj dgrs gSa fd ;fn u cksyus 
okys dks cksyus ds fy, foo'k fd;k tk, rks dchj dh ok.kh esa 
;gh xawxs dh Hkk"kk dgh xbZ gS & 
Þvc eSa ikbcks js] ikbcks js czã fx;kuA 
vfody vdy vuwie ns[;k] dgoka dg~;k u tkbZA 
lSu djS eu gh eu jglS] xwaxs tkfu feBkbZAß12 
dchj ds jgL;okn dk foLr`r foospu MkW- jkedqekj oekZ us 

^dchj dk jgL;okn*13 esa fd;k gSA 
lar lkfgR; esa dchj n'kZu Lora= ,oa vuwBk LFkku j[krk gSA 
va/kkuqdj.k ls vNwrs jgdj mUgksaus vius nk'kZfud er fl)kUrksa 
dk çfriknu fd;k FkkA dchj us dgk] 
ÞdFkrk cdrk lqjrk lksbZA 
vki fcpkjS lksX;kuh gksbZAA 
dchj dgrs gSa fd O;fDr vius deZ Lo;a djrk gS rFkk Lo;a gh 
Hkksxrk gSA 
dchj ,d lUr gh ugha oju~ dfo ,oa lekt & lq/kkjd ds lkFk 
;qxn`"Vk Hkh FksA dchj us tks Kku çkIr fd;k og muds la?k"kZ ,oa 
ifjJe dk gh lqQy gS] dchj Hkh lar jfonkl dh Hkkafr lHkh ds 
le{k Lo;a dks tqykgk crkusa esa ugha fgpdrs FksA 
lar dchj HkfDr ijEijk ds çeq[kre dfo;ksa esa fxus tkrs gSaA 
HkfDr ds lkFk & lkFk mudh jpukvksa dk viuk vçfre 
lkfgfR;d egRo gSA fo'ks"k :i ls dchj dh myVck¡fl;k¡ vkSj 
lwQh ijEijk dk dkO; Hkkjrh; lUr ,oa fgUnh lkfgR; esa viuk 
fof'k"V LFkku j[krh gSaA dchj dh lk/kuk esa çse vkSj jkx dh 
ç/kkurk gS tcfd ;ksfx;ksa esa bldk vHkko gSA vkpk;Z 
gtkjhçlkn f}osnh us dchj ds fo"k; esa dgk] Þlgt;kuh fl)ksa 
vkSj ukFkiafFk;ksa dk vD[kM+iu dchj esa Hkjk gS vkSj mlds lkFk 
mudk LokHkkfod QDdM+iu fey x;k gSA bl ijaijkxr 
vD[kM+iu vkSj O;fDrxr QDdM+iu us feydj dchjnkl dks 
vR;f/kd çHkko'kkyh vkSj vkd"kZd cuk fn;k gSAß14 
dchj ds dky esa nknw] lqUnj nkl] jSnkl] eywd nkl] xq:ukud] 
lgtks ckbZ] n;kckbZ vkfn çfl) lar fuEu oxZ ls gh FksA lHkh 
larks us ckg~;kMEcjksa dk fojks/k fd;k rFkk ,d'ojokn dh LFkkiuk 
dhA MkW- ';ke lqUnj ?kks"k fy[krsa gSa & Hkkjr ds HkDrksa] larks vkSj 
oSjkfx;ksa dh ,d yEch ijEijk jgh gSA buesa ls vf/kdrj ,sls jgs 
gSa tks Kku] HkfDr vkSj lk/kuk dh lhf<+;ksa ij p<+rsa & p<+rs yksd 
foeq[k ;k yksd fujis{k gks x,A mudh futh eqfDr gh mudk 
çeq[k ljksdkj jgh gSA ysfdu dchj ,sls HkDr vkSj lar ugha FksA 
os vUr rd lkekftd cus jgrs gSaAß15 bl n`f"V ls ^lar 
lkfgR;* ds dfo;ksa esa dchj viuk egRoiw.kZ LFkku j[krs gSaA 
dchj turk ds fgrS"kh FksA os fuEu oxZ dh dfBu o nk:.k 
voLFkk dks ns[kdj nq%[kh gksrs Fks rFkk mudks bZ'ojh; ekxZ dk 
vuqlj.k djus dh çsj.kk nsrs FksA dchj Lo;a dh eqfDr dh fpUrk 
ugha djrs Fks vfirq tulk/kkj.k ds nq%[k ls nq%[kh gks tkrs Fks & 
Þlqf[k;k lc lalkj] [kkos vkSj lksosA 
nq%f[k;k nkl dchj] tkxs vkSj jksosAA16 
dchj us vU; larks dh rjg xzgLFk thou dks ugha NksM+kA uk gh 
lekt ls fNUu & fHkUu gh jgsA dchj ekurs Fks fd turk dks 
bZ'oj dh vjk/kuk dk ekxZ crkdj muds d"Vksa dks nwj fd;k tk 
ldrk gS] mUgsa dqN gn rd lq[kh o larq"V fd;k tk ldrk gSA 
dchj us dgk fd xjhc O;fDr dks vkuUn ls jgdj] [kq'kh & 
[kq'kh bZ'oj dh HkfDr djrs gq, thou & ;kiu djuk pkfg,A 
dchj dh ok.kh esa 'kk'or lR; feyrk gS] ftlds QyLo:i lq[k 
o 'kkfUr dk vuqHko fd;k tk ldrk gS & 
Þxks/ku] xt /ku] ckft /ku vkSj jru /ku [kkuA 
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tc vk;s larks"k /ku] lc /ku /kwfj lekuA17 
dchj nkl us Lo;a ds thou dk y{; turk dks iw.kZ lq[k] 'kkafr 
vkSj bZ'oj ds ekxZ ij pyuk] gh j[kkA igyh ckj ,d lar us 
yksxksa dks xjhch esa Hkh [kq'k jgus dk lan'k fn;kA dchj us yksxksa 
dks uohu thou ewY;ksa dks viukdj Lo;a dk rFkk lekt ds 
fodkl dh çsj.kk nhA rRdkyhu le; esa HkfDr] lk/kuk rFkk 
eqfDr dk vFkZ reke fujis{krk FkkA lekt esa ;gh ekU;rk Fkh fd 
ifjokj o lekt ls i`Fkd gksdj gh HkfDr ds ekxZ ij c<+k tk 
ldrk gSA dchj us bldk iw.kZr;k [k.Mu fd;k %& 
Þçse u ckM+h mits] çse u gkV fcdk;A 
jktk ijtk tsfg :ps] lhl nsbZ ys tk;A18 
dchj crkrs gS fd bZ'oj dh HkfDr o çse ds fy, Lo;a dks 'kq) o 
fueZy j[kuk pkfg,A bZ'oj çse dks xjhc] vehj] jktk] çtk 
dksbZ Hkh O;fDr vaxhdkj dj ldrk gSA HkfDr esa vgadkj dk uk'k 
rFkk nqxqZ.kksa dk cfg"dkj fd;k tkrk gSA dchj dh HkfDr esa 
vk/;kfRedrk rFkk HkkSfrdrk dk leUo; ns[kus dks feyrk gSA 
blh n`f"V ls lar & lkfgR; esa dchj dk LFkku vfr mÙke vkSj 
loZFkk fHkUu gSA dchj dgrs gSa & 
Þtks lq[k ik;k jke Hktu esa] 
lks lq[k ukfga vehjh esaAß 
dchj us viuh HkfDr Hkkouk esa lalkj dks R;kxus dh ckr ugha 
dgh gS blhfy, mudh HkfDr vU; larks ls fHkUu gS & 
Þ?kj esa tksx] Hkksx ?kj gh esa] 
?kj rt ou ugha tkosA 
?kj esa tqxr] eqdr ?kj gh esa] 
Tks xq: vy[k t[kkoSAß19 
dchj us lnkpkj iw.kZ thou & ;kiu ij cy fn;k gSA rhFkZ] ozr] 
eafnj] efLtn vkfn dk cfg"dkj dj vius vUreZu ds Hkxoku 
dks tkuus dh bPNk dchj djrs gSaA dchj tu lk/kkj.k dks fuxqZ.k 
czã dk lan'k nsrs gSaA os dgrs gSa fd ftruk thou rqEgas feyk gS 
mldk mi;ksx djksA MkW- ,y- oh- jke fy[krs gSa] Þdchj dh 
lkaL—frd psruk vk/kqfud ;qx dh lkaL—frd psruk gSAß20 dchj us 
rRdkyhu ifjfLFkfr;ksa dks /;ku esa j[kdj lk/kkj.k turk dks 
HkfDr dk ekxZ lq>k;kA os eq[;r;k x`gLFkksa dks HkfDr dk ekxZ 
crkrs Fks D;ksafd rRdkyhu jktuhfr fgUnw o eqlyeku x`gLFkksa dks 
vkil esa yM+k jgh FkhA ;gh dkj.k Fkk dchj tu & lk/kkj.k dks 
jke & [kqnk ds pDdj esa u iM+us dh lykg nsrs FksA ml le; 
lekt esa /kkfeZd vU/k & fo'okl o :f<+oknh ijEijk,¡ tksjksa ij 
FkhA fo"ke ifjfLFkfr esa dchj ckS) /keZ ds iru rFkk eqlyekuh 
vR;kpkj ls ihfM+r fuEu oxZ dh loZlk/kkj.k turk dks HkfDr dk 
ekxZ lq>krsa gSaA MkW- dsnkjukFk us viuh iqLrd esa fy[kk gS] 
Þdchj us ckS)ksa dh d:.kk vkSj çse] 'kadj ds v}Sr n'kZu vkSj 
ukFkksa ds ;ksx ekxZ ls Ik;kZIr jl ysdj ,d ,sls lekt dh lajpuk 
dh vksj /;ku fn;k] tgk¡ ekuo ek= ekuo gksus ds dkj.k 
çfrf"Br gksxk] tkfr] /keZ ;k o.kZ ds dkj.k ughaAß21 
dchj us rRdkyhu ifjfLFkfr;ksa dk lkeuk mxzrk o dBksjrk ds 
lkFk fd;k] rHkh os fo"ke ifjfLFkfr;ksa ds f[kykQ [kM+s gks ldsA 
dchj us igyh ckj Hkkjrh; turk dks crk;k fd eFkqjk vkSj 

dk'kh esa thus ;k ejus ls LoxZ dh çkfIr ugha gksrhA LoxZ rks 
O;fDr vius ln~deksZa ls çkIr djrk gSA çk;% lHkh larks us lalkj 
dh {k.kHkaxqjrk] vlkjrk dh O;k[;k djds thou dk y{; ekS{k 
cryk;kA dchj Hkh HkDr dfo Fks ysfdu HkkSfrd txr esa jgrs gq, 
bZ'oj HkfDr dk ekxZ crk;kA HkfDr dksbZ Hkh O;fDr dj ldrk gS] 
blesa tkfr] o.kZ dk Hksn vkM+s ugha vkrk gSA dchj dh ;g cgqr 
cM+h nsu gSA dchj us eqfDr ds ekxZ dks ljy crk;k rFkk bldh 
çkfIr ds fy, yksxksa dks çksRlkfgr fd;kA gtkjh çlkn f}osnh 
fy[krs gSa& 
Þvo/kw Hkwys dks ?kj ykos 
Tkks tu gedks HkkosA 
?kj esa tksx] Hkksx ?kj gh esa] 
?kj rt ou ugha tkosA 
?kj esa tqxr] eqdr ?kj gh esa] 
tks xq: vy[k txkosAß22 
lar lkfgR; ds vU; dfo;ksa ls dchj dk LFkku dbZ n`f"V;ksa ls 
fHkUu gSA dchj us lekt dks vusd çdkj ls f'k{kk nhA dchj dh 
n`f"V] fpUru vkSj O;fDrRo esa fojks/kkHkkl ugha FkkA mUgksaus eafnj] 
efLtn] deZdk.M ls turk dks nwj jgus dks dgk rFkk HkfDr }kjk 
vkRe 'kqf) dh vksj vxzlj fd;kA mUgksaus ik[k.Mh iafMrksa rFkk 
/keZxq:vksa ls nwj jgus dks dgk %& 
Þdgk gekj xk¡B fnB ck¡/kksa] fuflokj jfg;ks gqfl;kjA 
;s dfyxq: cM+s ijiaph Mkfj Bxksjh lc tx ekjAAß23 
bl çdkj lar lkfgR; esa dchj dk fof'k"V LFkku ,oa egRo gSA 
dchj us HkfDr o uhfr dk çpkj fd;kA mUgksaus la?k"kZ ls iyk;u 
dk min'k dHkh ugha fn;kA mUgksaus lar lkfgR; dk iFk çn'kZu 
fd;kA fgUnw & eqfLye ,drk LFkkfir dj Hkkjrh; lekt dks ubZ 
fn'kk dh vksj vxzlj fd;kA 
'kqDy us tk;lh ds ek/;e ls dchj dkss dfo;ksa dh Js.kh ls ckgj 
dj fn;kA 'kqDy us tk;lh dks ^fgUnh lkfgR; dk bfrgkl* esa 
LFkku blfy, fn;k fd tk;lh usa xzaFk ds vkjEHk esa iafMrksa dks 
ueu fd;k] f}tksa dk] osn] iqjk.kksa dk lEeku fd;kA fdUrq dchj 
us ,slk dksbZ dk;Z ugha fd;kA 'kqDy dh dlkSVh lkfgfR;d ewY;ksa 
dh u jgdj oSfnd vkSj /kkfeZd ewY;ksa dh gSA tc dchj ds nfyr 
lekt dk Hkyk fgUnw o eqlyeku nksuksa iaFkksa ls ugha gks jgk Fkk rks 
dchj us u;k iaFk pykdj dksbZ xyrh ugha dhA fgUnw /keZ xzaFkksa us 
/keZ dks lk/kkj.k /keZ vkSj fo'ks"k /keZ esa ck¡V j[kk FkkA fgUnw /keZ 
ds o.kZ j{kd pkgrs Fks fd dchj lk/kkj.k /keZ dk ikyu djsa o 
czkã.kksa ds dk;ksZa esa gLr{ksi u djsaA dchj dks osn fo|k] iBu dk 
Hkh vf/kdkj ugha fn;k tk;sA ,sls le; esa dchj us osn & fo|k o 
czkã.kksa ds f[kykQ vkokt mBkbZA ftl lekt O;oLFkk us dchj 
dks vkthou vNwr cus jgus dk 'kki fn;k Fkk dchj us mlds 
fo:) ifjorZu dk fcxqy ctk;kA 
'kqDy us dchj dks fon'kh çHkko ls çHkkfor crk;kA fdUrq dchj 
dh f'k{kk lR; ij vk/kkfjr Fkh rFkk fgUnqLrku ds xjhc yksx 
tkurs Fks fd dchj muds FksA dchj us n'k dh 85 çfr'kr turk 
dk çfrfuf/kRo fd;k tcfd 15 çfr'kr f}tksa dk çfrfuf/kRo 
rqylh us fd;kA dchj us turk ds nnZ dks igpkuk FkkA mUgksaus 
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lekt dh lcls lgh yM+kbZ yM+h FkhA lcls cM+h ckr ;g fd 
tk;lh ds ^in~ekor* fdrkc fy[kus dk nfyr lekt dks D;k 
ykHk gqvkA lekt ls vLi`';rk feVkus esa bldk dksbZ ;ksxnku 
ugha gSA nfyr oxZ rFkk vUR;tksa dh n`f"V esa ,sls gtkj dkO;ksa dk 
fuekZ.k gksrk jgs rks mldk ykHk nfyrksa dks dqN u feysxkA nfyr 
lekt dks tk;lh ds çcU/k egkdkO; ̂ in~ekor* ds ctk; dchj 
dh lkf[k;ksa vkSj inksa dh ,d & ,d iafDr ls thou thus dh 
fgEer feyrh gSA bl çdkj dchj xjhc tuekul ds iVy ij 
fo|eku FksA 
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 Abstract

The Present paper deals with the social vices prevalent among the women in early 19th Century Punjab. During that 
period, Punjabi women became victims of many social rituals, vices and customs like female infanticide, sati, dowry, 
purdha, polygamy, prostitution etc. Due to these social evils and vices, the conditions of women became miserable in 
the society. However during that period Maharaja Ranjit Singh had regard for women. He had issued strict orders to 
his soldiers not to insult dishonour any woman of any caste creed and defaulters were punished heavily. 
Key Words: Women, Punjab, Vice.

No study of a society can be completed if we do 
not analyse the position of women as it reflects 
the standard of its civilization, culture and 
refinement. The position of women is regarded 
distinctly subordinate and inferior to men from 
centuries. She is treated as the dregs at the 
society. It had become a common saying in the 
medieval period that man is a fool who takes the 
advice of women. Thus ideologically a Hindu 
woman was considered to be an inferior to the 
male and socially she was kept away in a state of 
subjection, denied her rights and was 
suppressed and oppressed.  Women did not 
have freedom in any walk of their life. As a 
daughter, she lived under strict supervision of 
her parents and after marriage under her 
husband, while as a widow under the care of her 
eldest son. Thus a woman could never be 
independent. In the early nineteenth century, 
Punjabi women became victims of many social 
customs and vices like female infanticide, sati, 
dowry, purdha, polygamy, prostitution etc.
The birth of daughter was considered 
inauspicious, while that of son was an occasion 
for rejoicing. Theoretically she was considered 
Lakshmi (the Goddess of Prosperity) but her 
birth was not welcomed. She had no share in her 
father's and brother's property. If there were 
many daughters, they became a galling 
responsibility. The super aim of Hindu life was 
the procreation of male who alone was 
spiritually qualified to minister to his father's 
cares in the next world and saved him from hell.
The practice of female infanticide was 
extremely sinful act. It is defined as the killing 
ofnewborn children as a social institution in 
some states with assent of its parents. It was 
accomplished mostly in North India. It also 

existed in Punjab.  The upper classes of both the 
Hindu and the Muslims practised female 
infanticide. The affluent families amongst the 
Sikhs were also no exception to it. Infanticide 
had created hell on the earth for the female sex. 
The girls were therefore, neglected, ignored and 
allowed to riot and many of them died 
prematurely. In the Hindus, it had prevailed 
among the Rajputs of the hills, and the Khatris 
of Gujranawala, Multan, Jhang, Shapur, Jhelum 
and Lahore. The Bedis, almost in the whole of 
the Punjab, practised it once at a large scale. 
They were generally known as Kurimars. This 
practised was much more prevalent among the 
Bedis in Punjab and Chauhans in Rajasthan.  
Rajputs were of great antiquity and arose from 
combined motives of pride.
The Muslims also committed female infanticide. 
Throughout Multan division female infanticide 
was practised by certain classes of Muslim. 
Some of the Muslim Jat tribes and Sayyids also 
committed the heinous crime of female 
infanticide. The common causes of this 
despicable practice were because of the custom 
of Sati, child marriage and Purdha system. 
Among the Hindus the idea prevailed that the 
marriage of a female in another family produces 
a sense of inferiority among the parents of 
female. The general belief among the Hindus 
was that their son could marry their equals or 
inferior but the custom prescribed that their 
daughter should marry on their superiors. The 
religious minded Hindus believed that if their 
daughter grew up to puberty in their house 
without getting married, many of his 
generations would be damned. However, the 
major cause was that the girl's father gave 
dowry in large amounts on the marriage of his 
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girl. Regarding expenses on marriage of girls 
Melville observed in his report, “It was 
astonishing what large sums are spent on such 
occasions. People live to save money to marry 
their daughters; others impoverish themselves 
for life to outbid their neighbours. This custom  
was prevailed all over India, but was carried to 
greater extent in Punjab than elsewhere.” 
The other main cause was that the prosperous 
families, who pride and honour themselves like 
Bedis, Rajputs and Sayyids thought that if their 
daughter was married to inferior, it was the 
matter of disgrace. Thus an early and suitable 
choice for a daughter presented difficulties for 
the parents. The only easy solution to be out of 
the gripping problems found by the worried 
parents was the killing of the poor-new born 
girl. 
Though the female infanticide was practised 
secretly, it was not considered illegal or 
criminal either by the state or society. During 
1846-47, there were about two thousand Bedi 
families in Jullundhur Doab and fifteen hundred 
in Derah Baba Nanak, but not a single girl was 
alive in those families.  
Different methods were adopted to kill an infant 
girl. The girl was buried alive or starved to 
death, or sometimes the starvation was followed 
by a gulp of milk, which caused severe colic 
problems resulting in death. Sometimes the 
child was exposed to weather, hot or cold in 
such a way that the child died after brief illness. 
Many a times the child was put into a pitcher, 
the mouth of which was covered with a thick 
paste of mud and buried underground. In some 
other cases, when the female child was born, 
opium was administered to her, or a pill made 
out of bhang was placed on the upper jaw of the 
infant's mouth where it became softened with 
the saliva and went into the body of the child 
causing her death. In some cases the naval 
string of a new born girl was placed in its mouth 
which caused suffocation and the child got 
expired. Among the Rajputs it was a common 
practice that a mother's breast was smeared 
with a preparation of the juice of the dhatura 
plant or the poppy. The infant sucked the milk 
alongwith the poison. In Jullunder district, a big 
hole was dug in the ground and it was filled with 
milk, then the child was placed in it causing 
death by drowning. Sometimes the child was 
buried with little gur (Molasses) in her mouth 

and a twisted cotton was placed in her hand. 
While burying her the family members recited:
“Gur Khaeen, puni kateen,
   Aap na aeen, bhaiya ghaleen”
(Eat sugar, spin your cotton, 
do not come send brother instead)
 The evil of child marriage was also present in 
Punjab in the early nineteenth century. The 
marriage of children was considered a very 
important duty of the parents. Though there was 
no fixed limit for the age of marriage in Hindu, 
Sikhs and Muslims, all favoured an early age 
for the same. Among the Hindus the girls were 
married even before the age of puberty, 
generally at the age of six or seven, and under 
all circumstances must not go beyond the age of 
eleven. If after seven the girl remained 
unmarried, it was considered inauspicious. If a 
son was not married at the proper age, that was 
also considered bad, and the neighbours taunted 
the boy's family for their inability to contract 
the marriage of their son, and it was also 
attributed to some social handicap of that 
family. 
The practise of Purdah (Veil) was also prevailed 
among the Hindu and Muslim women. The 
meaning of Purdah (Veil) is to cover or hide 
'face or body from outside'. In ancient times the 
women observed a certain veil (ghoonghat) but 
the present elaborated and institutionalised form 
of purdah dates back from the time of Muslim 
rule. The Hindu women belonging to the upper 
strata and well to do classes followed purdah 
system.    Women of the well to do families did 
not move about freely in villages, but the lower 
or poor class women including Rajput and 
Brahmins went out unveiled. 
Purdah was strictly observed among the 
Muslims. Muslim women observed purdah with 
greater rigidity than Hindus.  Among the 
Mohammedan, it was a great dishonour for 
family when a wife was compelled to uncover 
her face. The Muslim women of well to do 
families used a long burqa, which hide herself 
from head to foot. She was thus able to see 
others through the thin layer of net, but could 
not be seen by them. Ladies used the burqa 
when they went outside their houses. 
It was partially observed by the Sikh women. 
They had been prohibited to cover their faces by 
the Sikh Gurus. Sikh ladies of high social 
position even led troops into field and received 
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visitors. Sikh women covered their faces from 
elder people of their family. 
Generally women were required to remain 
within their houses as all the outside duties were 
performed by their husbands. While staying at 
home women had always the preference over 
others. It was said, 
'Andar baithi lakh di, bahar gayi kakh di' 
(She who stays at home is worth a lakh and she 
was wanders out it is worth a straw).
Again,  
Tre kam kharab, mard nun chakki, sandhe nu 
gah, ran nun rah 
(Three things are bad, grinding for a man, 
threshing for a buffalo, and travelling for 
women). 
The wives of the Maharaja Ranjit Singh, 
particularly Rajput wives followed this 
practice.  
Polygamy was common in Punjab among the 
rich and poor alike.  The polygamy was 
prevalent in Punjab during the medieval times. 
This custom was prevalent among Hindus, 
Sikhs and Muslims, especially among the 
aristocratic families in Punjab and rich people. 
During this period Maharaja Ranjit Singh had a 
number of women in his harem. Hindus and the 
Sikhs were monogamous, but a second wife was 
some times kept when the first was barren or 
gave birth only to the female children. Though 
not held as an absolute necessity, it was 
generally thought proper to obtain the consent 
of the first wife to go in for a second marriage. 
Hindus married with one wife and never 
divorced her till death, except for the adultery. 
This practice ramained common among the 
lower castes like Chammar, Chuhras, Nai, and 
several other menial and artisan classes. It was 
also common among the agricultural tribes of 
the hills like the Gujar and Jats. Among the Jat 
Sikhs in all, polygamy was the result of widow 
remarriage, marrying by Chaddar-Paunna to 
keep one's brother's widow. Polygamy was 
practiced by Muslims of the north-west 
frontier. According to the Muslim tradition 
Sunnis and Shias could have four wives. The 
wealthy and influential Muslmans kept several 
wives, many slave girls and concubines.
The practice of Sati had been widely prevalent 
in India from earlier times. The term of Sati 
means burning of a woman alongwith the dead 
body of her husband. This social evil was 

brought into India by the earlier invaders.  It 
was also present in medieval period.
The act of burning or Sati was performed both 
with the dead body and without it. To burn 
alongwith the dead body of the husband was one 
type of Sati called Sahmarna or Sahgamn. The 
second type of Sati was known as annumarna or 
anugaman, according to which the reception of 
information about the death of husband in 
district land, the wife would burn herself 
alongwith some symbol of her husband. The 
condition of widow was very unfortunate in the 
society and was very hard to bear. Generally a 
widow had to chose between the two 
alternatives, to remain a widow all her life or to 
burn herself on the funeral pyre of her husband. 
She usually chose the latter alternative.  When a 
widow made up her mind to become Sati, she 
shed no tears and made no lamentation. She laid 
aside her veil and no longer concealed her face 
from the public. The belief of entering heaven 
with her beloved husband gave her incredible 
energy to dedicate herself to martyrdom. The 
practice of Sati in Punjab in early nineteen 
century was not so common. There were 
numerous instances which indicate that it was 
generally confined to the royal widow and those 
belonging to the highest Statra of the society.
The Sikh Gurus had intensely criticised the 
practice of sati. The word sati has been used in 
the Adi Granth in different connotations. It 
implies truth, mortal, disciplined, virtuous 
generous, pure etc. It also refers to the custom 
of Sati considered virtuous according to the 
fourth chapter of Parashar- Simriti.
According to Guru Amar Das, Sati was a cruel 
ritual, unacceptable by any ethic. There could 
not be a more cruel art than to compel or lead 
widow to immolate herself. The following 
hymns refer to it. 
Satiya ehe na akahiya jo madiya lag jalan,
Nanak matiya jayea j biraha chot maran
  (Not these are true suttees that perish on 
their husband's funeral pyres, Baba Nanak. 
Those are true suttees who suffer agony of 
separation, such too are known as suttees as 
pass life in noble conduct and content, secure 
their land, and rising each day, remember him).
  Guru Arjan Dev also criticised the Sati. 
According to Prinsep, Sikh women did not burn 
themselves with the corpse of their husbands.
Under the Brahmanical influence, sometimes 
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the Sikh ladies of higher families offered 
themselves alongwith their deceased husbands. 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh's four principal wives - 
Rani Kundan called Gudan Rani Hardevi, Rani 
Raj Kanwar and Rani Banali alongwith seven, 
slave girls (eleven all) had resolved to burn them 
on the funeral pyre of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. 
Dr Martin Honigberger and Lieut. Colonel 
Steinbach both attended the royal funeral and 
cremation. Honigberger says, “The four Ranies 
came out of the Zenanna on foot and unveiled 
for the first time of their lives.  They distributed 
their ornaments and jewels while accompanying 
the funeral train in open palanquins while their 
seven slave-girls followed them on foot. The 
royal body was respectfully placed in the Middle 
of the pyre. After that the Ranies ascended the 
fatal ladder one by one, and according to their 
ranks the slaves followed. The Ranies placed 
themselves at the head of the royal body and the 
slaves close to its feet. There they crowded, 
remained in silent expectation for the fatal 
moment. Then a thick mat of reeds was brought 
with which the whole pyre was covered. Oil was 
then poured over the mat, and the pyre was 
lighted at each corner in a few moments, the 
deplorable victims of an abominable and 
fantastic ceremony had ceased to exist.” 
After Kharak Singh's death, out of his four 
widows only one Ishwar Kaur was persuaded to 
burn herself on the funeral pyre of her husband.  
Two of the widows of Raja Hira Singh along 
with 22 widows and slave girls of his 
supporters, killed by the soldiery, performed the 
ceremony of Sati. Four of the wives of Minister 
Jawahar Singh, the brother of Rani Jindan, 
became Sati. Thus the practice of Sati amongst 
the widows of the nobles and Sardars was not 
infrequent, but amongst the Hindus and Sikhs it 
was rare.
Prostitution was also considered to be a 
necessary social evil. It was though discouraged 
by some of the rulers, yet it became a social 
entertainment. About prostitution Jaquemont 
tells us that in Amritsar the prostitutes had their 
separate quarters. They were never exposed to 
insults. 
The dancers were under the surveillance of the 
ruler and were little better than the slaves. They 
always move in covered vehicles drawn by 
oxen's, escorted by a party of armed police 
whom they pay for fear of being robbed of 

costly, jewels with they were commonly 
adorned.
Trafficking in women was also existed in 
Punjab. Slavery was also practised among the 
women of Punjab. Most of the girls were bought 
from the hill areas in their early years by men 
who made a regular business from it. The sale of 
female children in the hills was considered a 
good source of income by their parents. The 
female child who looked pretty was sold at 
around the age of eight at high price.
Many of the nobles, the chiefs at the court, 
affluent landlords and big merchants kept 
concubines and female servants. Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh's seraglio had a large number of 
female slaves known as golis and bandis. The 
European officers at their maintained harems 
had bought slave girls to attend upon their 
wives. In the common masses, the purchasers of 
women were mainly Jats (both Sikh and Hindu), 
Aroras and in a less degree, Kambons and 
Khatris.  
To conclude it can be said that in the early 
nineteen century, women were suffering from 
many social vices and evil traditions in the 
society of Punjab. The heinous crime of female 
infanticide was prevalent which was followed 
by higher strata of Hindu, Muslims and Sikhs 
communities. Child marriage, dowry, Pardha 
system, polygamy, Sati Pradha, prostitution and 
trafficking etc. were pravelent in our society. In 
spite of above mentioned social practices, norms 
and customs, quite a number of talented women 
made mark in political sphere in the early 
nineteenth century. Sikh ladies like Rani Sada 
Kaur, Rani Raj Kaur, Rani Jind Kaur, played an 
effective role in politics, administration and in 
the battlefield. 
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 Abstract

Ripudaman Singh was an educated young Prince. He was nominated as a member of the Imperial Legislative 
Council by the British. This was the policy of Britain Government to appoint loyal Native Chiefs or their sons as 
members of Legislative Council. Due to this policy Ripudaman Singh was nominated, as he was the son of one of the 
eminent and most trusted Chiefs of the Punjab. It was expected that he would support the policies and measures of 
the British in the Council. But Ripudaman Singh came into confrontation with the British from the time of his 
succession after the death of Raja Hira Singh. Maharaja Ripudaman Singh contended that his succession was a 
matter of right and there should be no question of British sanction. Moreover, he wanted that the installation ceremony 
should be on traditional lines and should not differ from that performed at the time of his father's investiture. He was 
exiled for opposing the British. 
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The deposition of Maharaja Ripudaman Singh in 
1923 in the form of forced abdication1 was the 
most noteworthy event in the history of the 
Nabha State, especially in that of its relations 
with the British. It may be said to have marked 
the culmination of the process of British 
Paramountcy in operation in this State of the 
Punjab region. The so-called abdication of the 
Maharaja was not a sudden development. Rather 
it was the outcome of a long process, and its 
genesis may be found in the ever-increasing 
intervention of the British authorities in the 
affairs of the Nabha State, which was not liked 
by the Maharaja of independent outlook.
Before the accession of Ripudaman Singh the 
British authorities had been interfering with the 
internal affairs of the State. But the previous 
Chiefs of Nabha State had been submitting  
passively to all these encroachments on their 
sovereign rights by the Paramount Power, and 
as such the relation of British Government and 
Nabha State were generally cordial. During the 
period of Raja Hira Singh (1871-1911) also the 
State's relations with the British were quite 
fr iendly. The Bri t ish were general ly 
appreciative of the loyal conduct of the Nabha 
Chief and had conferred upon him many titles 
and honours. But Ripudaman Singh was made of 
a different stuff from that of the previous Chiefs.
Ripudaman Singh was born on March, 4, 1883 
and was brought up on traditional lines. From 
the very beginning he was spared to be under 
British environment. He started his education in 
Gurmukhi under the charge of Bhai Kahn Singh. 

Bishan Singh was engaged to teach him English. 
Thus under the influence of Indian teachers he 
developed independent and nationalistic 
outlook2. In those days it was the practice that 
the Princes and Chiefs of the Punjab region used 
to join Chief's College at Lahore and there they 
used to learn British ways, habits, manners and 
traditions and were generally kept in dark about 
the traditions of their own country. Ripudaman 
Singh's father was advised many a time to 
depute him to Chief's College, but he was of the 
view that the proper place for a Prince's 

3education was his home .
As Ripudaman Singh grew into an educated 
young Prince, he was nominated by the British 
in December 1906 as a member of the Imperial 
Legislative Council4. It was the policy of the 
Britain to appoint loyal Native Chiefs or their 
sons as members of Legislative Council. In 
pursuance of this policy Ripudaman Singh was 
nominated, as he was the son of one of the 
eminent and most trusted Chiefs of the Punjab. It 
was expected that he would support the policies 
and measures of the British in the Council.
But during this period of two years of 
Ripudaman Singh's membership in the Council, 
the expectations of the British were belied. For 
Ripudaman Singh deliberately and determinedly 
began to oppose the British, and side with the 
nationalists on important issues. For instance, he 
joined the nationalists like Gokhle and Rash 
Behari Ghose in strongly opposing Prevention of 
Seditious Meetings Bill when it was placed 
before the Council in November, 19075. 
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Earlier, like a truly patriotic Prince, he 
delivered an eloquent speech in the Council hall 
on 27 March 19076 in which he touched upon 
important issues such as the insulting behaviour 
of the British officers towards Indians, 
backwardness of the people, the introduction of 
Legislative Council in Punjab and Indianization 
of the services etc. In order to give legal 
sanction to a marriage ceremony common 
among the Sikhs called 'Anand', he introduced 
the Anand Marriage Bill in the Council7. But 
the Bill could not be passed into law during his 
term of office. As a matter of fact, the British 
were thinking that the Maharaja would gain 
political influence among the Sikhs if the Bill 
initiated by him was passed. Ripudaman Singh, 
however, continued his efforts in league with 
Sunder Singh Majithia. The Lieutienant-
Governor of the Punjab reported that since the 
Maharaja was supported by a great body of Sikh 
community, it would probably cause serious 
popular discontent if no action was taken in this 
matter. So on his recommendation, the 
Supreme Government took up the matter and 
got the Bill passed into law in October 19098. 
By this time Ripudaman Singh had become so 
prominent a figure that he was elected as the 
President of the All India Social Conference 
held at Lahore on 31 December, 1909. In his 
Presidential address, he dilated upon the social 
evils prevailing in the Indian society9 and also 
spoke eloquently on the pitiable condition of 
Indians in foreign countries. The frankness with 
which he spoke earned the displeasure of the 
British officers.
After the expiry of his term as a member in the 
Council, the British authorities decided to send 
him to England in 1909, for it was thought that a 
visit to England would broaden his outlook and 
make him favourable towards the British. In 
England he attended several meetings of the 
House of Commons and gained good 
knowledge of the working of parliamentary 
system. On his return, he tried to follow that 
pattern of Government in his own State. There 
is no doubt that he gained a great knowledge and 
developed liberal outlook in the course of his 
stay in England. But he did not change his 
attitude towards the British authorities and 
continued to have patriotic leanings.
Ripudaman Singh came into confrontation with 
the British from the time of his succession after 

the death of Raja Hira Singh on 25 December 
1911. Maharaja Ripudaman Singh contended 
that his succession was a matter of right and 
there should be no question of British sanction. 
Moreover, he wanted that the installation 
ceremony should be on traditional lines and 
should not differ from that performed at the 
time of his father's investiture10. He delivered 
an eloquent speech at his installation, which was 
strongly objected by the British Government. 
The British authorities probably never forgave 
him for this show of independence. Thus from 
the time of his very succession the British 
authorities were unhappy with the conduct of 
Ripudaman Singh.
The Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Louis Dane, 
before retiring wanted to visit the Nabha State. 
The Maharaja declined to receive a visit from 
His Honour, as the proposed date came in 
conflict with the dates of his own tour in the 
State which he did not want to cancel. The 
conduct of the Maharaja was characterised by 
the Government of India as "without excuse and 
calling for severe reproof."11
On the arrival of the new Lieutenant-Governor, 
Sir Michael O' Dwyer, in May 1913, Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh was invited by him through 
the State Motamid to a friendly meeting at 
Simla. But the Maharaja gave no reply. At last 
on the invitation of the Government of India, 
the Maharaja reached Simla on 13 October, 
1913 and made promise to higher authorities to 
remove some of the difficulties in the way of co-
operation, but practically little was done 
towards the fulfillment of the Maharaja's 
promises. Again on April 28, 1914 the 
Lieutenant-Governor warned the Maharaja to 
correct his behaviour of unfriendliness12.
On the outbreak of the European war in 1914, 
the Maharaja made his offer of Imperial Service 
Infantry direct to the Viceroy13.During the war 
the Government used harsh measures for 
recruiting the people of the States14. But 
Ripudaman Singh gave freedom to his subjects 
and announced that every person would be 
recruited by his own will and no one would be 
forced for this. Such an attitude of the Maharaja 
also incurred the wrath of the British 
authorities.
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh vigorously 
supported the reform movements in the 
country. When Nankana Tragedy15 took place 
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on 21 February 1921 and the Akalis gave a call 
for observing 5 April 1921 as 'Nankana Sahib 
Day', he showed full sympathy for them. As a 
mark of respect for the martyrs he did not take 
food for the day, wore a black turban and slept 
on the ground16. In March-April 1922 when 
Akali workers were arrested all over the Punjab 
and the other Sikh Chiefs of this region 
supported the British authorities, Ripudama 
Singh was the only notable Chief who did not 
help the British Government in suppressing the 
Akalis17. All these facts show that he was of 
independent outlook who was not willing to act 
as a sychophant of the British Government.
The association of Maharaja Ripudaman Singh 
with nat ional is t  and ant i -Government 
movements was not liked by the British 
authorities who apprehended that he might 
assume the role of a nationalist leader of the 
Sikhs. It was observed by the Government 
authorities that the Maharaja had been trying 
since long to win for himself the position of the 
leader and acknowledged head of the Sikhs18.
Apart from all this, Maharaja Ripudaman Singh 
was opposed to undue intervention of the British 
authorities in the affairs of the State. A capable 
and enlightened ruler, he did not like to be 
dictated by the British Political Agent in the 
internal matters of the State. There had been 
complaints from some of the Indian ruling 
Princes that rights secured to them by treaties, 
Sanads and engagements had not been fully 
observed by the Government of India in practice. 
It was, therefore, suggested by the Viceroy that 
concrete instances of disregard of treaty rights 
needed to be brought to the notice of the 
Government before the next meeting. It was in 
response to this suggestion that Maharaja 
Ripudama Singh collected as many as twenty-
one instances of violation of treaty-rights of 
Nabha19. Some of these instances pertained to 
undue interference in cases of certain 
individuals. Of the remaining, some notable 
instances complained of referred to interference 
in Imperial Service Troops, assumption of 
jurisdiction over railway lands and enforcement 
of Arms Act over these lands, statistics relating 
to the State, interference with excise 
administration, uncalled for recognition of 
succession by the Paramount Power, 
entertaining complaints from the subjects, 
muafidars etc. of the State, encouraging 

deserters from the State, establishment of the 
office of Political Agent, unauthorised 
possession of State's lands by Canal Department 
of the British etc.
Another charge which is often levelled against 
the Maharaja to justify his deposition is that the 
administration of the State under him was far 
from satisfactory and that the State subjects 
suffered due to his mal-administration. But this 
charge was unfounded. Ripudaman Singh took 
keen interest in the administration of his State 
and his administration appears to have been 
better than that of many other Native States. 
Being an enlightened Chief, Ripudaman Singh 
was perhaps the first Chief in the region who 
introduced the Legislative Council in his State in 
1918. Thus the personal qualities of Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh as ruler and all available 
evidences contradict the charge of mal-
administration of Nabha. Even if it be accepted 
for the sake of argument that there was bad 
administration in the State and the people were 
not happy, wherein lay the justification of 
deposing him on the basis of this charge? The 
subjects of Patiala State in the neighbourhood 
under Ripudaman Singh's contemporary 
Maharaja Bhupinder Singh were highly 
discontented with his misrule and had 
represented to the British authorities on this 
account20, but no action was taken against that 
Chief.
According to the official version, the dispute 
between Maharaja of Nabha and the Maharaja of 
Patiala was the real cause leading to the 
abdication of Maharaja Ripudaman Singh. The 
dispute pertained mainly to extraditional and 
jurisdictional matters. The territories of the two 
States were not only contiguous but also literally 
dove-tailed into each other21 and often provided 
the cause of friction between the two. Moreover, 
Maharaja Bhupinder Singh of Patiala always 
sided with the British but this was against the 
patriotic spirit of the independent Ripudaman 
Singh22 which created serious differences 
between the two Chiefs. Another cause of 
dispute was that the Maharaja of Patiala 
complained about the irregular arrest, trial and 
conviction of Patiala police officers by the 
Nabha Courts and about the abduction of Patiala 
girls for the zenana or harem of the Maharaja of 
Nabha23. But even the Patiala Maharaja cannot 
be spared from such accusations. According to 
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Jermani Das, it were the officials of Maharaja of 
Patiala who had first been guilty on account of 
abduction of Nabha girls which caused 
estrangement in their relations24.
Efforts for reconciliation between the two chiefs 
were made time and again. In August 1917, with 
the efforts of Arjan Singh of Bagrian all the 
outstanding disputes and misunderstandings had 
been removed25. Again in December 1921, 
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh having thought that 
he might not lose in his dual fight (one against 
the Political Department of the Government of 
India and other against the Patiala Darbar) sent a 
deputation to Maharaja Bhupinder Singh of 
Patiala asking for reconciliation26. In reply the 
Maharaja of Patiala said that he was ready to 
resume his former friendship with Ripudaman 
Singh on some conditions which were however, 
unacceptable to Ripudaman Singh. So the 
Maharaja of Patiala proceeded to break all 
connections with Nabha. 
In May 1922 the Government of India decided to 
appoint an English Officer, named Mr. Stuart, to 
enquire into the dispute between the Patiala and 
Nabha States. Maharaja Ripudaman Singh 
submitted that instead of a single judicial officer, 
a court of arbitration should be appointed but the 
Supreme Government declined to accept the 
request27. The Stuart enquiry commenced from 
3 January 1922 and continued till 3 May 1923 at 
Ambala28. The Patiala Darbar was represented 
by Rai Bahadur S.M. Bapna, Additional Foreign 
Secretary and Member of the Council of Patiala 
and Mr. Niranjan Prasad, Legal Remembrancer, 
Patiala. The Nabha State was represented by 
Sardar Bahadur Bhagwan Singh, Ali Imam, Mr. 
Hasan Imam and Mr. Durga Prasad29.
In the meanwhile an intrigue was hatched by 
Diwan Nar Singh Rao of Nabha in collaboration 
with Minchin, Agent to the Governor-General, 
to  depr ive  Ripudaman S ingh o f  the 
administrative powers, for the Diwan wanted to 
assume the administrative power in his own 
hands30. But Ripudaman Singh became aware of 
the intrigue. According to official version 
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh became worried and 
went to Kasauli on 5 June to discuss with 
Minchin regarding settlement of his dispute31. 
Minchin argued that he should abdicate 
voluntarily which would avoid harsher treatment 
if he was found guilty after enquiry. But 
according to other version32, Minchin called the 

Maharaja for an interview at Kasauli and gave a 
threatening discourse. Minchin with the help of 
Nar Singh Rao and Mr. Sen33 forced the 
Maharaja tentatively to agree, and Ripudaman 
Singh gave in writing that he would abdicate on 
these conditions:34
Ÿ Maharaja would retain his titles and hand 

over the administration of the State to 
Government of India.

Ÿ He would live outside his State and visit the 
State with Government's permission.

Ÿ He would abdicate in favour of his son when 
he came of age.

Ÿ The education of his son, Partap Singh, 
would be the entire responsibility of the 
Government.

Ÿ He would pay Rs.50 lakhs to Maharaja of 
Patiala as an indemnity.

Ÿ He would refrain from any kind of 
interference in the Patiala State.

Ripudaman Singh soon regretted his position 
before Teja Singh and Didar Singh35, members 
of the Central Sikh League, telling them that 
owing to pressure put on him by Col. Minchin he 
had given in writing that he was prepared to 
abdicate as he was told that there would be a 
public trial if he did not agree. The two Sikhs 
promised their support to Ripudaman Singh in 
case he refused to abdicate36. 
Ripudaman Singh was kept under strict watch 
and his post was also censored37. Some very 
high officials of the Nabha State were submitting 
secret reports to the British authorities38 and 
they came to know that Ripudaman Singh had 
begun to remove everything of value to 
Dehradun39. Minchin then found Ripudaman 
Singh in excitable and vacillating condition, and 
he reported to the higher authorities that if there 
was any delay in carrying out the orders of the 
Government of India, it might induce the 
Maharaja to resign from the position he had 
taken up. The British Government warned 
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh. Some of the 
innocent men of the Patiala officials had been 
convicted by the Nabha courts on evidence 
which was entirely inadequate and the officers of 
the Nabha judiciary were guilty of complicity in 
the matter. The Government of India came to the 
conclusion that the campaign was sustained with 
the general approval and connivance of 
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh40. According to 
official version, measures which it would have 
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been the duty of the Government of India to 
take, were under their consideration when 
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh upon his own 
initiative visited the Agent to the Governor-
General and voluntarily expressed his 
willingness to severe his connection with the 
administration of the State41.
To avoid the influence of Maharaja Bhupinder 
S ingh of  Pa t i a la ,  Ripudaman S ingh 
recommended the appointment of a British 
Officer to carry on the administration of the 
State in place of a Council of Regency42. 
Accepting his recommendations, the Supreme 
Government appointed Mr. Wilson Johnston, 
I.C.S. as Administrator of Nabha. As Johnston 
was on home-leave at that time, so C.M.G. 
Ogilvie, another I.C.S. was appointed to 
officiate as Administrator. Without apprising 
the Maharaja, Ogilvie accompanied by Minchin 
went to Nabha and entered the Hira Mahal at 
5:30 A.M. on 9 July, 1929. With the help of a 
battalion of armed British Infantry and 
detachment of mounted bodyguards they took 
Ripudaman Singh to Dehradun.
The forced abdication of Ripudaman Singh was 
not justifiable on the part of the British 
Government as the Maharaja was neither tried 
nor deposed but was given the option of 
abdicating. If the Government thought the 
abdication was voluntary, then why did they not 
ask the Maharaja to voluntarily leave the State? 
The Government was accused by many 
contemporary Native Newspapers43 of having 
taken advantage of the Nabha-Patiala dispute in 
order to wrest the administration of the State 
from Ripudaman Singh, instead of trying to 
bring about reconciliation between the two 
Chiefs.
A great majority of the Sikhs and Akalis 
believed that the severance of Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh from the administration of 
the State was not voluntary but was brought 
about by intimidation and intrigue in order to 
deal a side blow to the Gurudwara Reform 
Movement. They made requests to Shiromani 
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee to struggle 
for the restoration of Maharaja Ripudaman 
Singh44. In sympathy with the Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh for his restoration, July 29, 
1923 was fixed as a day of prayer and pledge45. 
On 2 August, 1923, the S.G.P.C. gave 
challenge to the Viceroy that the Government 

should satisfy the Sikh community by 
appointing a Commission of enquiry to 
vindicate its position about the abdication of 
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh of Nabha. But the 
Government gave no reply. Meanwhile, the 
deposed Maharaja of Nabha was threatened by 
the authorities as being responsible for the Sikh 
agitation and the Maharaja Ripudaman Singh 
had to dissociate himself from the Akalis46. 
The S.G.P.C. authorised the Executive 
Committee to take all the necessary steps by 
peaceful means for the restoration of Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh, and said that it was up to the 
Government to convince the Sikh community 
that his severance was voluntary, or they must 
right the wrong done.
A Dewan of the Sikhs was held at Jaito, a 
village near Nabha on 25 August, 1923, for 
three days. On the third day the police 
intervened and made arrests. Due to this 
highhandedness of the British authorities the 
Dewan which was initially started for three days 
was declared to be for an indefinite period. It 
was decided that September 9 will be observed 
as a 'Nabha Day' when there would be barefoot 
protest marches throughout Punjab towns and 
cities. Eventually the Akalis discovered Jaito47 
as a convenient base for their operation against 
the State and it was given out that the incessant 
reading of the Granth Sahib called 'Akhand 
Path' had been interfered with48. The British 
officials tried to explain that the reading was 
continued upto the finish.
The interruption in the 'Akhand Path' was a 
grave desecration according to Sikh religion 
and this led to the well-known Jaito Morcha49. 
A ceaseless campaign of Akali bands was led 
for continuous reading of Holy Granth in 
Gangsar Gurudwara, Jaito. The Akali ferment 
was not confined to Jaito itself nor even to 
Nabha State, but like a wild fire it soon engulfed 
the neighbouring Sikh States of Patiala, Jind 
and Faridkot, and hundreds of Sikhs were 
arrested from these places50. The prohibition 
against freely visiting the Gurudwara began to 
be enforced51 strictly by the Administrator of 
Nabha.
Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, Mr. A.T. Gidwani and 
K. Santanum, who went to Nabha to watch the 
situation, were arrested under section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code52. Pt. Moti Lal, who 
went to Nabha to meet his son, was not allowed 
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to do so, as he wanted to meet him 
unconditionally53. Thus by imprisoning Nehru 
the British did not allow the Congress to enter 
the arena of battle-field for the restoration of 
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh. Nehru and his 
associates had to leave Nabha without making 
any sort of contact with the Akalis.
Mahatma Gandhi, Lala Lajpat Rai and Maulana 
Muhammad Ali arrived at the decision after 
holding a conference that they should act 
promptly, and appealed to the Akali leaders to 
stop sending more Jathas to Jaito54. They 
suggested that the Shiromani Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee should make a 
declaration in clearest terms that the object of 
the Jatha was purely to assert the aforeside right 
(of performing 'Akhand Path' in place of the 
one which was interrupted) and that it had no 
desire to carry on under the cover of 'Akhand 
Path' ceremony any prohibited propaganda in 
the State of Nabha. The Shiromani Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee replied that its 
resolution to the effect that they would leave no 
stone unturned for the restoration of Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh, stood in full force. They 
disregarded the advice and despatched several 
other Jathas to Jaito which were arrested but not 
fired upon55. The British Government soon 
became tired of the activities of the Akalis and 
entered into negotiations for settlement with 
them through the Commander-in-Chief, 
General Sir William Birdwood56. 
But the negotiations failed as the Government 
was unwilling to make any confidential 
agreement. They also backed out of their 
promise to release all the prisoners and showed 
readiness to review the cases of only certain 
classes of prisoners. Moreover, the British 
authorities now wanted to abandon, and not 
merely suspend, all the Akali propaganda 
against the Government57. 
The question of Jaito struggle was settled when 
the Provincial Sikh Sudhar Committee 
performed the incessant reading of the scripture 
('Akhand Path') 101 times on 6 August, 1925 
without interfering in any way with the 
administration of the State58. The main 
question of Nabha Maharaja's restoration was 
almost given up by the Akalis.
Maharaja Ripudaman Singh was not happy with 
the settlement. He accused the Akalis of having 
betrayed his cause. He said that it was under the 

similar helplessness that he had signed the 
abdication letter under which the Akalis had 
given up his cause59. He exhorted the Akali 
leadership not to give up the issue of his 
restoration.
The Maharaja was for once to prove partly 
right60, for soon after the passage of the 
Gurudwara Act and the dropping of the Nabha 
question by the Akali leadership, he was 
suddenly removed from Dehradun to far off 
Kodaikanal in the South (under Regulation II of 
1818) on the charges of his participation in 
meetings and demonstrations, his press 
campaign, his attempt to create difficulties in 
Nabha, his encouragement to Akali Movement 
and his constant attack on Government and 
Maharaja of Patiala61. He spent the remaining 
part of his life in virtual exile till his death on 14 
December 1942. 
Neither Ripudaman Singh' own representation 
to the Viceroy nor the Akali agitation could win 
back the throne for him; rather it worsened his 
position. Yet the Maharaja did not give up 
hope. Even from Kodaikanal the Maharaja kept 
the question of restoration alive and made 
several representations through the political 
leaders like Moti Lal Nehru and Ali Brothers to 
the Government of India62. The Akalis too did 
not altogether leave the question but adopted a 
lukewarm attitude neither to drop it nor to make 
it a life and death question.
Though the Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak 
Committee and Shiromani Akali Dal had 
forgotten the Nabha issue but the general public 
did not leave this issue from their minds63. On 
9 July, 1939 under the auspices of the Sikh 
Naujawan Sewak Society, 'Nabha Day' was 
again celebrated in 'Pari Mahal' Lahore64. In 
1940 the Sikhs in order to show their feelings, 
celebrated Nabha Day thrice.
Thus Maharaja Ripudaman Singh till his end 
tried his best to get back his lost throne but he 
remained unsuccessful. The British were 
prepared to give him back his State if he 
tendered an unqualified apology. But he did not 
do that65. 

Conclusion
The abdication of Maharaja Ripudaman Singh 
was not voluntary but was brought about by the 
mechanisation of British Government. The 
Maharaja was not willing at all to leave the 
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Gaddi of Nabha. He was hesitant, nay reluctant, 
to sign the letter of abdication. Corruption, 
conspiracy and intimidation of the Political 
Department were the cause of his misfortunes. If 
the Maharaja Ripudaman Singh had willingly 
left the throne, why were the leaders of different 
political parties bent upon making the Maharaja 
re-occupy the Gaddi? Maharaja Ripudaman 
Singh had been deserted and defied by his own 
officials. Asa Singh, A.D.C. of Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh, took away the confidential 
papers of the Maharaja and handed them over to 
the Maharaja of Patiala. After all the Maharaja 
had not raised a standard of revolt or committed 
any political sin, had not joined hands with any 
other power to draw arms against the British, 
then why was he dethroned? The reason was that 
he was a man of independent outlook who did not 
want to play a second fiddle to the British 
authorities. He was truly a 'Patriotic Prince' who 
was having some connection with Nationalist 
leaders of the Congress and Akali parties. 
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